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„ H 'E Differences which have 
lately ariſen among the Diſ- 
WO ſenting Miniſters occaſion this 
Addreſs to you, which you. 
will not think a Trouble, if 
it maꝶ iu any Meaſure tend 
to promote a good Under- 
ſtanding with your Brethren to ſupport any impor- 
tant Truth, and to clear ſome Difficulries and 
Obſcurities, which often occaſion a Variance be- 
tween good Men who mean well on both Sides: 
J apply my ſelf to you in particular, not only as 
you are accounted the principal Leaders on one 
Side of this Diſpute, but as I have a perſonal Re- 
gard for you, eſteeming you men who have a hearty 
Concern for the general Good of Chriſtians, who 
are open to Argument, and who will not be aſha- 
med to rectify any Miſtake you may have honeſt- 
ly fallen into; nor neglect any Thing in your Power 
A 2 to 


[4] 


to procure jut Peace and Harmony among Pro- 
teſtam Diſſenters. | 
My Name can give no Advantage to an Ar- 


gument of this Nature, nor would it I think be 


any Prejudice to the Cauſe I engage in. Your 
publick Character makes your Names known to 
all, eſpecially on this Occaſion ; and prefixing 
them to this Addreſs can give you no Trouble 
which is unreaſonable, or which the Nature of the 
Caſe would not require you to take otherwiſe, If 
you can make a juſt and full Vindication of your 
Con or can prevent the evil 1 of 
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1 HE en — you add your 
Brethren has ariſen on this Occaſion. 

ou together with a large Number of Mini- 
ſters have of your own accord thought fit, tho" not 
called upon by the Magiſtrate, to ſubſcribe, 'in a 
very publick Manner, your Names to certain hu- 
man Forms which you conceive do expreſs the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of the Trinity. The Reaſons which, 
as I am inform'd, you gave for your ſubſcribing 
ſuch Forms were. 

Tu Ax you thought it ale to bear your 
Teſtimony publickly to Truth. 

Txar you would clear your ſelves from any 
Suſpicion or Imputation of Sag Etrors which 
you thought dangerous. 

ISnAI I only here obſerve that u none of your 
Brethren 


L 

(3) 
Brethren. had propagated thoſe Errors, againſt 
. which you thought it proper to bear your Teſt 
mony; and that you your ſelves were neither ac- 
cuſed nor ſuſpected of holding thoſe Errors, and 
were therefore under no Nęceſſity tovindicate your 
Characters to any, for whoſe Approbation you could 
juſtly have a Regard: As to thoſe Who are Enemies 


to your Name and Liberty, as well as to all other 


Chriſtians who will not agree with them in every 
Trifle, they ſurely could not deſerve ſuch a Def- 
ference to be paid to their malicious and ſcanda- 


lous Reflections. All the Complaiſance'and Regard 


you can ſhew to them will never engage them to 

ſhew any Fayour to you, while you retain any 

Remnant of Chriſtian Liberty, or GE for your” 
Proteſtant Brethren. ' 


Ar rA ſubſcribing your Names, you deſired 
the reſt of your Brethren to join with you, which 


they for ſeveral "Reaſons thought fit not to do. 


Bxcauss it was contrary to the Reſolution 
you had in General taken, to proceed in the Conſi- 
deration of ſome Heads of Advice what lay before 
you, Which Method of proceeding ought not to 
have been alter'd, but by the Vote of the Majority. 
Tho' this is certainly the Rule of all publick Aſ- 


ſemblies, and as ſuch ought to be regarded; yet 


I think every one will agree with me, that be- 


ing in the Right or the Wrong, as to ſuch Mat- 
ters, is of very ſmall Conſequence in this Diſ- 
pute, and therefore requires no farther Conſide- 


ration. The other Reaſons which, as I under- 
: ſtand 
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(6) 
| ſand, they gave for their differing enn 
- of far great er Importance, vix. 

Pur voluntarily paying ſo publick a Re- 
gerd to himane Forms, in Matters of Chriſtian 
Faith, was not agreeable to the Principles of thoſe 
who did in reality, as well as in Words, main 
rain that the Holy Scriptures were the only 2 

perfect Rule of Faith. 

Tnar ſuch a Proceedure tended to make 45 
unneceſſary Diviſion amongſt you, and in the 
Conſequence would have the ſame Effect as im- 
pofing Articles on your Brethren, by the Refle&i- 
ons which zealous and ignorant Perſons would 
make on thoſe who would not act as you did, and 
the Prejudice ſuch Reflections might occaſion to 
their Characters as Chriſtians, as well as their” 
temporal Concerns. 

T Hts 1] take to be in Subſtance the Reaſons 
alledged on both Sides. Thoſe on one ſide have 
been printed, that every one may ſee what Prin- 

ciples they acted upon repreſented in their own 
Words. But Lþave thought it proper to avoid be- 
ing tedious in repreſenting, what is not neceſſa- 
ry to bring this Diſpute to what is, as I appre- 
hend, the true Point of the Queſtion. 1 

1.) How far it becomes good and wiſe Men, 
eſpecially among Proteſtant Diſſenters, to ſhew a 
great Regard to human Articles of Faith. * 

2,) WHETHER you and your Friends can be juſt- 
ly charged with any ill Conſequences, | that may 
follow from your Conduct on this Occaſi ion. 


T us 
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Tus Spirit of making Articles, of fixing the 
Senſe of the Words of God by the Authority of 
Men, begun in the early Ages of Chriftianity, 
was carried on under the Papal Uſurpation, and 
has been followed by almoſt all Proteflane Commu- 
nities. So general an Agreement in this practice 
of all Men in all times, has ſo prejudiced the 
Chriſtian World, that it is much more difficult 
now to convince Men that it is wrong, than it 
would have been at firſt, to have prevented it. 
However reaſonable Men will tilt be prevailed on 
by Arguments, and ſome are by Providence 
placed under fuch Circumſtances, as to incline 
them to be open to that Conviction, which it 
would be in vain otherwiſe to expect from them. 

Trosz who have groan'd under Oppreſſion, 
who have felt the Miſchiefs of  Inipoſition, os 
have ſlill the Danger in View, one would think 
ſhould eaſily be prevail d upon to renounce thoſe 
Principles, which have been the Cauſes of all their 
paſt Sufferings, and are the Seed of thofe they 
may expect hereafter. It may not therefore be 
improper on this Occaſion, on one Hand to men- 
tion the main Principles of Diſſenters, which are 
neceſſary to juſtify their Separation, and which, 
as I think, are the Principles of Reaſon and Chri- 
ſtianity: And on the other, the Principles of thoſe 
who are avow'd Enemies of their Liberty. The 
Principles of Diſſenters I take to be theſe. 


1. T Har Chriſt is our only "King and Lau- 
gi ver 
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| giver, and the Goſpe! the only Law. und Rule of 


Chriſtian Faith and Practice. 2 

2. TAT. this, Rule is e plain 
and clear, that every one who ſincerely and ho; 
neſtly endeayours, it, may know thereby whate- 
ver is neceſſary both as to his Faith and his Duty, 
and that in, acting according to ſuch, Werle 
be ſhall be accepted of God. * 

3. TRAA one Chriſtian bas no Authority to 
explain this Rule; ſo as to be, binding to another, 
but every one is to believe and practice hat he 
finds in his Rule, or can infer from thence, ay 
not what another tells him is there. 4 Wh 

4. Trax the Weapons of Chriſtians are hi! 
tals. and not Carnal, that Argument and Per- 
ſwaſion are the only Methods er ought to be u- 

ſed to procure. Agreement: in Opinion, that not 

only direct Force and Violence, but even nega- 

tive Diſcouragements, as to worldly Intereſt, Inj: 

ries to the Reputation or Good- Name of any, are 

N and Unchriſtian Methods of procu- 
rung Unity. 

5. That Love and Charity are the Bonds of 
Chriſtian Unity ; that Uniformity in Opinions, 
Words, or Ceremonies, are not neceſſary to the 
Unity and Peace which the Goſpel requires. 

6. Tar thoſe who take | upon them Autho- 
ritatively to determine for others, in what Senſe 
they ſhall receive the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
impoſe the ſame, do uſurp the Throne of Chriſt, 


and lord it over his Subjects, by compelling them 
1 to 


* 
'(9) 


them to give entire Obedience to their Laws, 


tho againſt their Conſciences, or ſubjecting them 
to all the Puniſhments which are in 2 the Power oQ 


the Impoſers to inflict. 


TB Principles on which thels Men . ac- 
ted, who at firſt broke the Peace of the Chriſtian 
Church, threw it into Parties and Fa&ions, and 
at laſt brought it under the Romiſh Slavery; and 
of thoſe Men who in theſe latter Days have op- 


preſſed and perſecuted you and all other Chriſti 
aus, who would not tamely ſubmit to their Win, 
are theſe. 


1. TAr true it es, uri is trial ſpeaking 


the Lord and King of Chriſtians; but that ſince 
his Perſonal ' Reſidence on Earth, he has left the 


Government and Direction of his Subjects to cer- 
tain Vicegerents, [who I think have always hap- 
pen'd to be thoſe who were by Temporal — 
enabled to claim that Office. 

2. T nar the Scripture is a very good Rule in 


their Hands, who know how to uſe it, which ig- 


norant People, and thoſe who are ſo; whimſical 


as not to agree with their Superiors, do not; that 
| if every one be left to make the beſt of his Bible, all 


the Peage and Order of the Church will be bro- 
ken, its Subjects rebel againſt its Governors, and 
the Chriſtian Society be turn'd into a mutinous 
Rabble. 

3. THar in order to keep the Subjects of 
the Church united in Faith and Sentiment, . it's 
proper for its Governors briefly to tell them whac 
| B is 
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is the Rule in their own Words, and as they 


have extracted it with great Wiſdom and Hone- 
ſty, which perhaps the People may not ſo readily 
find in the Book at large; and if any ſhall be 
ſo preſumptuous as to queſtion either their Abi- 
lity or Integrity, ſuch Arrogance is to be check'd 
by moderate and wholeſom Severities, -which ought 
to be no greater than are neceſſary to bring them 
to an abſolute Compliance with Authority. 

4 THrar Reaſon and Argument are the pro- 
per Weapons of an Apoſtle or a Miſſionary, to con- 
vince thoſe with whom there is no other way to 
deal; but that where Chriſtians are brought into 
due Order, and are numerous, ſuch Methods 
are too tedious and troubleſome to be uſed with 
every pert Oppoſer of Authority; there will be 
no End of Debate, if ſuch Perſons ſhall be at 
liberty to diſpute as long as they can find colour- 
able Arguments in ſo big a Book as the New 
Teftament; the Caſe is adjudg'd and ſettled alrea- 
dy by competent Authority, here is the Law re- 
duced to a few Words, Aſſent, Conſent, and Obe- 
dience, is to be yielded to it; and if that be re- 
fus'd, there are proper Sanctions, the Keys of the 
Church, and the Sword of the Magiſtrate, or when 
theſe. cannot be conveniently come at, Cenſures 
and Denunciations, the offending Party is to be 
repreſented as neither belov'd of God, or to be 
regarded of Men. 

5. THAT Unity in Opinion, Decency and 


Order, are neceſſary to preſerve the Dignity - 
the 


Conſcience. 


(119 
the Church and its Governours from the Con- 
tempt of Gainſayers, which otherwiſe may fall 
not only on their great Maſter, but even on th 
ſebver, who have taken ſuch commendable Pains 
in redueing his Rule to Certainty, that thereby 
Diverſit) of Opinions may be avoided, which are 


mo tolerable in the TEIN Hoathen _ 
ks Tu ar they only enjoin ebe fow elle 

Things, either to Salvation, or for the Good of 
the Church, that tho* there are many great 


Truths in the Goſpel, yet there are but ſew of 


them there declared Neceſſary : That che collecting 


and inferring other Neceſſary and Fundamental 


Truths, which are not ſo plain, as to be ſeen by 


all in the Goſpel, is left to the Wiſdom and Care 


of the Governours of the Church, that tho they 


have not yet thought fit preciſely to ſet forth 
which, and how many are the Fundamental Articles 
neceſſary to be believed, yet they ſhall as Time 


and Occaſion requires declare them. That in this 
they do not Uſurp the Throne of Chriſt, or Lord 


it over his Subjects, but only lead them like faith- 
ful Shepherds in the right Way, and fold them 


in the Pale of the Church. That if rhe Sin of 


Hypocriſy and Prevarication, may ſometimes be 
the Conſequence of their Conduct, it is wholly 
to lie at the Door of the Offender, who may, if 
he pleaſes, ſuffer the Penalty of the Law, 
and preſerve his ſcrupulous, tho'> erroneous 
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F Tuts L. take to be a true, tho' ſlight, Sketch 
of the Picture of theſe Men, which view'd in one 
Light, is juſtly ridiculous, and in another Terri- 
ble and Dreadtul, and which ought as the Caſe 
ſhall require to be expos d either to the Contempt 
or Indignation of wiſe and good Men: This 
Spirit and theſe Principles, are what they ought 
always to deteſt, as they have already, and will at 
all Times as far as may be ruin Chriſtianity, and 
drive .true Religion and Common Senſe out of 
the World. If once this Authority of making 
Articles of Faith be allowed to fallible Men, e- 
very one may eaſily ſee the . of 
it. 

Ecelefaftical Hiſtory ſhews us (which think 

is the greateſt Uſe of that Study) that under 
the Colour of ſupporting the great Truths of 
Religion againſt Error, weak and paſſionate 
Men took Occaſion to enjoin their own Opini- 
ons, founded on miſtaken Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture, or on falſe Philoſophy, as Principles of Chri- 
ſtian Faith; ſome Articles and Detcrminations 
have been founded on blind and ignorant Zeal 
and Paſſion againſt their Oppoſers, others on In- 
tereſt to ſupport ſome profitable Doctrine: This 
at laſt ended in that numberleſs Heap ot Abſur- 
dities and falſe Doctrines, which are all equally 
Fundamental in the Romiſb Church. 

Inis is not only the Fact of Hiſtory but 
follows from the Reaſon of Things ; the ſame 
Principles will at all Times and in all Countries 

have 


. 
. 
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(13) 
have more or leſs the ſame effect; Men in qur 
Days may have more Knowledge and better 
Senſe than formerly, but I fear their Integrity, 
Holineſs, and Charity have not increaſed in Pro- 
portion, but that they will ſtill make Uſe of all 
their Talents to carry on thòôſe Ends, which 
their Paſſion, Ambition, and Intereſt ſhall ſuggeſt. 
The Claim of Power is {till kept up almoſt Uni- 
verſally, tho' pretended to be renounced in Words 
that lignify little, and which do not in Truth 
diſclaim it That we are not again relaps'd into 
much the ſame ſpiritual Slavery that our Ancef- 
tors were under, ſeems to be more owing to re- 

markable Interpoſitions of Providence, and the 
Care of a wiſe Legi/lature, than to the Diſpoſiti- 
ons of thoſe who ought to watch over the 
berries of Chriſtians. 

+ Tr will not be deny'd by awed any —_ 
80 Proteſtant, that there is properly no Au- 
thority veſted in any Body of Men to make Pro- 
poſitions of Faith, or to bind them on others; 
no Powers on Earth can make any Doctrine a 
Chriſtian Doctrine that is not contained in the 
Bible; nor can they make any Doctrine more ne- 
ceſſary to be believed by Chriſtians than the Holy 
Scripture has made it before: So that all the 
Weight that any ſuch Article can have, is only 
juſt in that Degree, and ſo far as it agrees with 
Scripture. It is poſſible indeed, and has often 
been the Caſe, that ſuch Articles have contained 
more than the Strjptzre did warrant ; and in that 

Caſe 
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ciaſe they are highly dangerous to true Religion. But 


fuppoſing them to be ſuch as they ought to be, 


chat is a true Repreſentation of what is contain- 


ed in Scripture; even in that Caſe they. ſeem not 
to be otherwiſe uſeful, than as Helps to under- 
ſtand Scripture, by bringing ſeveral Propoſitions 
relating to the ſame Thing together: But this 
is à Uſe in which they do not differ from Commen- 
taries, Concordances, Syſtems, Harmonies, &c. which 
it would be thought Madneſs to give a Publick 
Canction to. Nay I thould think that Syſtems, 
and Commentaries, were as to their Uſefulneſs far to 
be preferr'd before Articles: Syſtems not only lay- 
ing down the Propoſitions to be aſſented to; but 
proving them to be true by Paſſages of Scripture 
and Arguments; which are the proper Means of 
convincing Chriſtians of Scripture Truths : And 
From C:mmentaries, explaining the Meaning of 

icular Texts, as they lie in the Bible, when 
they are well underſtood, a Chriſtian may form his 
Belief more ſurely, by comparing them together, 
than he can in the Groſs on an Article without Proofs 
joyn'd to it, or if they are partial ones, mentioning 


only thoſe Paſſages of Scripture which may ſeem to 


favour the Propoſition, and neglecting thoſe which 
may ſeem to oppoſe it, If the Scripture be ſuppos d to 
be obſcure and confuſed in Points of the greateſt 
Importance, ſurely the Way to clear it, is not to 
reduce the Senſe to a ſhort Propoſition of ſome 
few Mens compoſing without Authority; but 
Chriſtians ſhould in ſuch a Caſe take the more 


Pains in reading, and examining the Rule : If 
they 


(1s) 


they Aſſent to ſuch Propoſitions on Account ol 
the Learning and Holineſs of the: Compilers, -this 
is a human Faith, this is building on a ' ſandy 
Foundation, and can never become a divine 
Faith, till verify'd' by ſearching” the Scriprures, 
whether thoſe Thing are n to them or 
not. 

Tun Authority and Dignity fuch Articleamay 
be ſuppoſed to have from the Makers ene is 
generally of the weakeſt Nature. 

A Nux of Men are aſſembled, according 
to the Rule and Method prevailing in a particu- 
lar Country, theſe are ſome Wiſe and Learned, 
ſome Weak and ignorant, ſome good Men, ſome 
bad Men, ſome Upright, and ſome Time-ſervers. 
This odd Aſſembly are ro compile Articles, which 
are drawn up by two or three Perſons, who have 
the greateſt, Share in publick Affairs, when 
they come before the Body, ſome of the Articles 
are aſſented to without Examination or Oppoſt- 
tion, as having not happen'd to be controverted 
in their Days, there is no Spirit or Intereſt to op- 
poſe them, and tho” they have no better Vouch- 


ers than Fathers and Councils, they paſs well e- 


nough : Others, which have been Matters of Diſ- 
pute amongſt them, in the Determination of 
which, their Characters and Reputations may be 
in Danger, theſe are contended for with Violence 
and the greateſt Earneſtneſs; tho' perhaps Matters, 
of ſmall importance. Each Side tell Noſes, make 

intereſt, 
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Intereſt, promiſe Support and Preferment, and 
uſe all the other Ways which are practis'd on pu- 
blick Aſſemblies. Reaſon and Argument are not 
of the greateſt Weight, nor are the beſt Men u- 
ſually the Majority of ſuch Aſſemblies. At laſt 
theſe Articles are voted by a great, or a ſmall 
Majority ; and as the Conſtitution of the Churches 
may happen to be, carried by the Proxies of thoſe 
who were abſent, and did not hear the Reaſons, 
againſt the Majority of thoſe preſent, who could 


only be Judges of what was right and wrong. 


- Tris is Uſually, and almoſt Univerſally the 
Caſe ; what a hopeful Foundation is here for 
Chriſtians to build their Faith upon! I dare ap- 
peal to any, who know, or have ſeen the Na- 
ture of Publick Aſſemblies, whether this be not a 
true Repreſentation of them ; and cannot but 
think it is ſafer to truſt, to the Judgment of 
three or four Wiſe, Learned, Good, and Dili- 
gent Men, to make a Summary of Chriſtian 


ee rn 


* See Burnet's Reform. Part 3d p. 303. The Uſe of 
Holy Days, turning to the Altar, the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
kneeling at the Sacrament, Habits, and Organs, were 
propos'd in Convocation to be taken away, as ſuperſti- 
tious : It was carried by a Majority of eight preſent for 
the Aboliſhing them, but when the Proxies came to be 
told, there was a Majority of one for retaining them. 
This was the ſame Convocation, that had ſettled our 
Articles, a few Days before : It does not appear, how 
the Proxies ſtood. in the Caſe of the Articles; but it's 
_ they were good Votes in any Matter of Faith, or 


iſcipline. 
Doftrine 
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Dofrine'; than, to any Council, S, amen 
or other numerous Aſſembly. 


Y 0 v have lately ſeen; an Aſſembly of this Na- 
ture, met about Matters of leſs Importance 


than making Articles of Faith ; an Aſſembly which» 


all things conſider d, conſiſted of as wiſe and good 
Men, as other Aſlemblies uſually do. I believe 
it will be agreed on both Sides, that there was 
too much Heat, Paſſion, and Contention among 
you, to have fixed a Creed, or drawn up Articles 
of Faith, which ſhould have been of Weight a- 
mongſt your People and Followers: and yet you 
were not the leſs to. be regarded, becauſe ſome 
Means, which uſually produce Unity in ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblies, were wanting. | 
Wu x ſuch Aſſemblies come to be * 
ed 200 Years after the Men that compos'd them 
are Dead, when what they did chiefly appears in 
Harmonies of Confeſſions, where every Aſſembl 
may appear equally venerable, when we have | 


the Hiſtory of the Facts that then appear d; I 


ſay when this is all gone, They may, when there 
is Occaſion for it, be repreſented as the moſt 
Godly, Grave, Learned, Venerable Fathers, 
void of all the Weakneſſes of thoſe who live in 
our Days, full of the Holy Ghoſt, having nothing 
but the Scriptures before them, ſearching therein, 
as it nothing had ever been ſettled on the Points 
under Conſideration, not following the Exampleg 
of, or Copying after others, or taking it for grant- 
ed they were in the Right, but determining on 
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a fair Examination, ſuffering any a fair Hearing 
who doubted, and at laſt almoſt all unanimouſly, 
by the clear and plain Light which ſhone upon 
them, agreed in the ſame Things and Words. 
What a Happineſs is it for fome Men to have li- 
ved a great while ago, and to have their Cha- 
racers drawn by ſuch hearty Admirers without 
Memoirs ! What a Misfortune to live in our Days, 
when Chriſtian Divines are ſuppos'd to want the 
Primitive Spirit, as much as the Primitive Dreſs 
A Prophet has not Honour in his own Country» 
nor, I may ſay, in his owt time; we have an 
Aſſembly of this Nature compoſed of many learned 
and godly Divines, and yet we are allow'd to ſee 
their Faults and Weakneſſes, nay, even to have 
ſome of their Proceedings in Contempt; remove 
but the Scene as to Time and Place, to Augsburg, 
Zurich, or Charenton, and then we are not fo much 
as to imagine any of thoſe things we now ſee, 
We are to have the moſt profound Admiration of 
the Men, and the greateſt Deference to their 
Authority; tho” they were Enemies of Toleration; 
tho" ſome of them made believing Hebrew Points 
to be of divine Original, a Condition of Ordination, 
and intorc'd equally Points of the greateſt Impor- 
tance, and thoſe of lictle or none. Theſe Men, 
who lived fo long ago, are to be had in the great- 
eſt Veneration, and thoſe of our own Days to be 
ſet at nought. I hope afrer the Character that 
has been given, that good Man, Mr. Quick's H- 
nodjcon in Gallia Reformata will be no longer 
ſlighteds 
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ſlighted, but will be had in great Eſteem by all 
Men of a Snodical Diſpofition. I ſay not this to 
derogate from that due Eſteem we oughe to have 
for thoſe, who made the firſt Stand for Chriſtian 
Liberty; but when they are exalted beyond Mea- 
ſure, it is proper to ſay of them, hat they were 
ready to own of themfelves, that they were fallible, 
and of lile and the ſame Paſſions with other Men. 

Having conſider d theſe human Articles in their 
beſt Light; let us now view them in their worſt 
Character, as they are pretended to be authorita- 
tive Determinations of the Senſe of Scripture, and 
as they are impos'd on Chriſtians, with greater or 
lefſer Penalties on thoſe who will not aflent to 
them. 

Txrx Claim of Authieiny to make' Kvrlided of 
Faith, as it hath been made by the Church of Rome, 
and imitared by ſome others, is truly and properly 
uſurping the Prerogative of Chriſt „ it is Men's ta- 
king upon them to declare what ſhall be neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation, which only belongs to him, who 
has eternal Happineſs and Miſery at his Diſpoſal : 
It is taking Kripture, the only Rule, out of the 
Hands of Chriſtians, leaving them no Judgment 
but to chooſe one Side, leaving them-no Appeal 
but that to our great Lerd and Maler Whiel can- 
not be raken from them, 

I risa Miſchief which has no End, a Power to 
make one rhing neceſlary in one Age, and the con- 
trary neceſſary in another, according to the Turn 
human Affairs ſhall take, and according to the 
2 Hu- 
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Humour and Intereſt of thoſe, who for the time 


being ſhall have the Power in their Hands. Tt 
is confounding a plain Rule, which every one that 
runs may read, and ſubſtituting in the Place of it 


the obſcure Metaphyfical Scholaſtic Notions of vain 


and fallible Men. 

T n= impoſing ſuch human Inventions on Chri- 
ſtiaus, is the higheſt Degree of ſpiritual Tyranny ; 
it has occaſion d all the Heat, Quarrels, and 
Breaches of Charity, which have been among 
Chriſtians ; who might have been as peaceable 
and quiet in after-times, as they were in the Apo- 
ftolical Ages, if they had had no other Rule but 
their Bible, and if this pernicious Practice of Im- 

ition had not prevailed. This has been the 
Method by which ambitious and paſſionate Men 


haye revenged themſelves on their fellow Chriſtians, 


who would not pay a blind Deference to their 
Opinions. It has not been the Importance of the 
Doctrines to Salvation, or to chriſtian Duties, 
that has made them enacted as Articles; but the 
Spirit of Oppoſition, and the Deſire of Victory. 

Every Trifle has been determined and bound down 
on Chriſtians, that there might be no Diverſity of 
Opinions, nor any Pretence left for Goſpel Liberty 
againſt human Authority. 

Tus x have been the Engines by which ſomg 


5 Men have engroſs'd the good Things of this 


World to. themſelves, and excluded better Men 
and better Chriſtians than themſelves from the com- 


mon Rights of Mankind, and the Benefits of $9- 


ciety 
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ciety. The cee a of this has been Preva. 
rication and Hypocriſy : The Bulk of Mankind will 
rather make Shipwreck of a good Conſcience, than of 
temporal Riches and Happineſs ; and therefore 
we ſee ſuch monſtrous Changes backwards and 
forwards of the ſame Men in Church Hiſtory, in 
one Reign all Orthodox, in the next the ſame Men 
almoſt as univerſally Arians, in a third about a- 
gain; till it came to be as common. to ſubſcribe a 
new Creed under a new Council, as it is for civil 
Subjects to take Oaths of Allegiance to different 
Governors, as they happen to be won or loſt. 

Mx N were ſo ready to chop and change, that 
the great Uſe and Benefit of theſe Creeds, [ viz. 
getting into the Church Preferments of Non-ſubſeri- 
bers] was almoſt fruſtrated ; to remedy which Miſ- 
cheif, it was thought proper to ordain that who- 
ever had ſubſcribed the oppoſite Creed; tho? he 
repented, and was willing to ſubſcribe the true one, 


ſhould however turn out and be reduced to the 
State of a meer Layman. 


By this Means the Chriſtian Church was torn in 
Pieces, and more Damage done to true Religion 
under the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, than had ever 
betore been, by all the Violence of Heathen Perſe- 
cutions. That this is the Fact, I think all, except 
the Church of Rome, who think Chriſtianity was 
improved the nearer it approached to Popery, will 
own ; tho! all perhaps will not agree, that ma- 
king human Teſts of Faith, was the Occaſion of this 
Miſchief. As to thoſe who may have a great 
Venerazion for Men, wioſe Hiſſory they are un- 
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acquainted with, and à great Zeal for what 


they have little Knowledge of ; I would recom- 


mend to them the Reading the Eccleſiaſtical Hi Ho- 
ries of Socrates and Zozomen, which the Engliſh Rea- 


der may be eaſily ſupply'd with. Theſe Hiſtori- 


ans relate what paſs d in the Cruncil of Nice, and 
the Age after it. They were both of them Ortho- 
dox, one of them a Diſſenter, and what approaches 
neareſt to, an | Engliſh. Puritan : none need fear 
reading them, they were as ſound in the Faith, 

and their Zeal as great as can be wiſh'd.. After 
this Story has been inſpected, I dare truſt the Judg- 
ment of any ſenſible Reader, as to the Point of 
making, and impoſing human Creeds. Here you have 
fourteen or fifteen work'd up to the greateſtNice- 


ty, with half a Score Anathema's at the Tail of ſome 


of them. Myſterious Truths {till more darkned, 
contradictory Propoſitions reconciled, filly! Appli- 
cations of Scripture made Proots of Fundamentals, 
new fangled Phraſes and Phyloſophical Words 
found out to explain what was ſuppos'd the Holy 
Ghoſt in Scripture had not ſo well expreſs'd... In 


ſhort no Caſe of human Law is ſo nice and diffi- 


cult, as it was according to theſe Creeds to judgt 
who was a Chriſtian. The Makers of them were 
as unmerciful in their Impoſition, as they had 
been ſtupid and ridiculous: in their Compoſition. 
Depoſing of Biſbops, Tumults, Rebellions, Maſſa- 
cres, Murders, were the immediate Conſequen- 
ces of this mending the Faith, Such a black Scene 


opens upon it, as would make ev ery Chriſtian Heart 
tremble, 
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tremble, and every honeſt Man afraid,/at the moſt 
remote Appearance of any thing like it. The 
good Man Socrates, whom I have mentioned, con- 
cludes his Hiſtory of ſuch diſmal Events, with 
this pious Wiſh. That the Church may enjoy a pro- 
found Peace, that thoſe who come after hint,” may have 
no Materiali for Church" Hiſtory ;' as he ſhould ' have 
had none, if thoſe who had raiſed fuch Conteſts, and 
Differences had been of a peaceable Diſpoſition. 

Tun Emperor Conftantine ſeems, at the firſt 
breaking out of theſe Diſputes, to have taken 
the proper Courſe; which if he had perſevered i in, 
would have probably prevented all the Miſchieſs 
that ſoon followed. His firſt Letter to Alexander 
and Arius contains the moſt Prudent, and Chriſti- 
an Advice, that can be given, and as it was 
proper then, is no leſs Proper to be read, Wy 
ke Occaſion. © © 

HOW EVER Chriſtians were too warm, to bear 
thoſe healing Methods: They thought Controver- 
fies of Faith, were as proper to be Adjudged and 
Settled, as Quarrels about Property; and+that one 
was as much for the Benefit of Chriſtianity, as the 
other of Human Society. Accordingly they made 
the firſt Eflay, at the Council of Nice. The very 
Pinch of their Creed, was a Humane obſcure 
Word of doubtful Signification, which they had 
not thought of, had not their Adverſaries turni- 
ſhed them with it, by telling them they ſcrupled 
that Word above all others; for which reaſon 
they inſiſted on it, rather than any other. This 
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notable Piece of Prudence, has ſince been very 


often imitated. The hardeſt and moſt offenſive 
Expreſſions have been uſed, for fear thoſe who 
were to be tried by them, ſhould be able to 
ſwallow the Teſt, and keep their Living, You 
have reaſon to remember an Inſtance of this ſort, 
when it was not thought ſufficient, to mix the 
Teſt with all the bitter Ingredients, that could be 
thought of ; but for tear of Compliance, it was 
to be taken without ſeeing, or knowing, what 
were the Contents of it. This anſwered the 
End, and produced a greater Number of Non- 
compliers, than was ever before known, on the 
like Occaſion ; and yet not near ſo many, as con- 
fidering the Caſe might have been reaſonably ex- 
peed, Whoever obſerves the very ſmall Number, 
that turn'd out in the three Revolutions, at the 
Beginning of the Reformation here (which was a 
Change almoſt as great, as between Chriſtianity 
and Paganiſm) will Honour your Predeceſſors, 
will ſee how Admirably the Petition, lead us not 
into Temptation, is fitted for Humane frailty, and 
Will have a juſt Abhorrence of thoſe, who unne- 
ceſſarily lay a Temptation before any to prevari- 
cate with God and their Conſciences, 

I'preſume it will now be ſaid, what need of all 
this long and terrible Preamble, truely, I hope, by 
your Conduct, you will make it not ſo pertinent 
to the preſent Caſe, as otherwiſe it might be. 
However that may fall out, ir cannot be uſeleſs, 
to put Chriſtians in Mind, of what has been 

the 
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the Cauſe of the greateſt Miſchief to true and 
unfeigned Religion; and ſome good Mens Heads 
are ſo oddly turn d, as to need à great deal to be 
ſaid to waken their Drowſineſs, and make them 
lien to ſome Txuthis which, tho of the greateſt 
Importance, they are often apt to forget. 

War have ſaid is, I think; a ſufficient 
Foundation for what I ſhall now infer, as. tothe 
Regard Diſſenters from an Eſtabliſh'd Church 
ought to ſhew to Humart* driicles of Faith, as 
they are uſually. called. 

1.) As to any proper Authority i in che Compilers 
of them, ſo as to make them any way binding ori 
Chriſtians, Diſſenters ought above all Men to deny 


and reject any ſuch Pretences: For if any Men 


have Authority in Controverſies of Faith, in 
which the Conſciences of Chriſtians are ſo much 
concern d, ſurely they will have Authority ſuf- 
ficient to determine Matters of leſs Moment, 
Ceremonies and outward Obſervances, which can- 
not be objected againſt as really ſinful, but are 
chiefly oppoſed, as being Inpoſitions on Chriſtian 
Liberty, without competent Authority; to ad- 
mit Authority in one Caſe, and deny it in the 


other, would be ridiculous and abſurd. You are 


allowed therefore to diſclaim both, by being ex- 
cuſed ſubſcribing Part of the 2oth Article. (The 
Church hath Power to decree Rights and Ceremonies, 
and Authority in Matters of Faith,) which might 
have the Appearance of claiming this Power at 


firſt Sight, tho* in the other Part of the Article 
D | the 
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the Church diſclaims it, ; and builds all on 


Scripture. 
2) ConsperinG the" Principles of Diſenters, 


which I have, I hope, truly ſtated before, conſi- 
dering the Miſchief ſuch Articles have done 
to the Chriſtian World, conſidering the Claim is 
ſtill kept up by ſome Men, of making and Im- 
poſing them; Diſſenters ought to avoid paying 
unneceſſarily, any voluntary and publick Regard to 


any of them, though the trueſt and beſt amongſt 


them. Such Countenance ſhewn to them, is an 
implicit Aſſent, not only to the Truth of them, 
but to their Uſefulneſs for the End for which they 
were intended, vix. to be Rules and Teſts. It is 
a tacit Approbation of thoſe Men's Conduct 


who made them, and an Encauragement for o- 


thers hereafter to proceed farther herein, as 
they ſhall ſee Occaſion. It will be but a poor 
and uſeleſs Shift, to ſay we approve of what you 
have done well of this Sort; but if you go on 
any further, than what we judge right, you are 
highly blameable. Thoſe who have Power in 
their Hands are to uſe their own Judgments, as 
to the exerciſe of it: They will always judge 
what they do is right, it is in vain to oppoſe that 


Power in particular Inſtances, the only Way 


to ſupport your Liberty, is to oppoſe it under 


all, even the beſt Colours, that you may not feel 


the Weight of it under the Worſt. 
3). DissexTErs. ought to make uſe of no ſuch 


Engines to Torture, Oppreſs, or Injure one ano- 
cher, 
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ther, either directly or indirectly, this is ſhame- 
fully abandoning the Rule, by which alone they 


are to judge, the Scriptures; which give no 
Countenange to any Hardſhip of this Foe! If 


they will fight with ſuch Human Weapons, 


who can pity them, it they fall under the Hands 
of thoſe, who are much abler and ſtronger at this 
ſort of Combat. 

I proceed now, Reverend Gentlemen, to conſi- 
der your Conduct in this Affair. You have paid 
a very publick and ſingular Regard to certain 
Human Forms of ſound Wirds, by ſubſcribing 
your Names, and declaring your Aſſent and 
Conſent to them. You are ſo far hitherto from 
owning that this was either improper or unne- 
ceſſary, that you have rather choſen to ſeparate 
from the Aſſembly of your fellow Miniſters, than 
to drop ſuch your Subſcription ; you ſeem ſo en- 
tirely to approve of what you have done, that 
your Paper has, till very lately, been daily offer'd 
for the Subſcription of thoſe, who are willing 
to liſt under your Banner. 

I need not apply perſonally to you, what I 
have ſaid in general already, as to the Proprie- 
ty or Uſefulneſs of ſuch Forms, and the Regard 
due to them: If what I have ſaid is reaſonable, 
the Application will be eaſily and juſtly made to 
this Caſe, or any other of the ſame Nature ; 
what I may farther offer will fall more natural- 
ly in, when I come ta conſider the Reaſons 
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which you his given, or probably may give for 
your Conduct. 

THe Conſequence of your Subſiziption ls 
been this, your Brethren, who did not think fit 
to Subſeribe your Paper, have been ſuſpected and 
charged, as Enemies to the Truths contained 
in it: Their Characters and Reputations have 
been aſperſt and blackn'd by many zealous and 


ignorant Perſons (for from thoſe of more Chari- 


ty and Knowledge they haye nothing to fear) 
this you are ſuppos'd to have known and heard, 
and hitherto have fat ſtill, without contributing 
to the Remedy of ſuch Abuſes. You have not 


in any publick Manner diſavow d the Actions of 


thoſe, who make your Conduct a Pretence to 
aſperſe your 0 ; as if this was a Matter 
that did not at all concern you, how can you 
help it if People will be fooliſh, and miſapply 
to ill Purpoſes, what you meant honeſtly and 
for good Purpoſes. This is the Excuſe ſome will 


make for you, who think your Silence on this 
Occaſion needs any, I am perſuaded you your 


ſelves are too much acquainted with your Duty, 
as Chriſtians, with the Nature of your Character 


as Minifters, to make any ſuch Apology. - You 
are too ſincere, too open hearted, : to play ſuch 


a poor wordly politick Part, in a Matter in which 
Religion is concerned. You will not ſufter any 
unjuſt Imputation on your Brgthren, when it is ſo 
eaſily in your Power to prevent it. | You will ei- 
ther think it your Duty openly to ayow the 

Charge, 
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r Charge, or Suſpicion againſt them, if you think 
0 it juſt; or if you think ir not ſo, will diſavow 
s thoſe, who take ngen from your Actions to 
it injure your Bret hren. 

d I cannot but hope 3 dat you vil 
d without delay, make a full Declaration of your 
0 Charity for your Brethren, of your good Opini- 
d on of them, that you will diſclaim and diſcou- 
i- rage all thoſe, who ſhall attempt to injure n 
r) in their deareſt Intereſts. 

d, Such a Declaration will make, wha I am 
g now going to add, ſo far from being a Refle&i- 
Or on on you, that it will rather be an Encomium ; 
of when it ſhgll appear to all the World, that you 
to abhor every Thing, that has the Appearance of 
er Impoſition and Perſecution, I ſhall not there- 
Ju fore neglect conſidering what will be the Caſe, 
ly on the Suppolition that you ſuffer this Affair to 
ad go on in the Way it is in at preſent, of uncharita- 
ill ble Reflections and Defamation. This Conduct, 
us I ſay, will be as much Impoſition and Perſecu- 
ur tion, as Diſſenters are capable of. They have not 
), the Sword of the Magiſtrate to execute their 
ler Wrath on thoſe who oppoſe them, they cannot 
du impriſon, ſequeſter, or inflict corporal Puniſh-- 
ch ments, they have no Weapons but thoſe of e- 
ch very private Subject, their Reſentment can work 
ny no other way than by Words, and thoſe Actions 
ſo which are in every private Man's Power. They 
ei- may indeed raiſe falſe Reports and Scandals, they 
he may repreſent their Miniſters and fellow Chri- 
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ftians as Heterodox and Heretical, and by that 
means ruin their good Names, and hinder them 
from being uſeful in their Stations; they may 
withdraw from their Miniſters, withhold their 
Subſcriptions to their Maintenance, and prevail 
on others to do the like; and by this Way re- 
move them from their Work, and turn them to 
the wide World to ſeek a Subſiſtence ; and all 
this without any reaſonable Cauſe. Is not this 
Perſecution ? Is not this all they are able to do? 
And would not Men of this Temper do every 
Thing elſe, did the Times ſo favour them, as to 
put it in their Power? It may be ſaid all this 
may be avoided if they will but Subſcribe ſome 
Human Forms, the Contents of which they be- 
lieve to be very true. But does not this amount 


to an Impoſition of thoſe Forms, is it not com- 


pelling Aſſent to them by the moſt forcible way 
that in this Caſe can be us'd, and is the Fault of 
the Impoſers leſs, becauſe thoſe they have to do 
with, happen really to be of their Opinion ? 
CAN there be no Conſcience in oppoſing Hu- 
man Forms, tho' they happen to be true ones, 
when under that Pretence ſo many falſe Ones 
have been obtruded on Chriſtians? Shall any beuſed 
ill for having better Eyes than their Neighbours, 
and ſeeing more remote and probable Dangers 
to Chriſtian Liberty? Shall a Deſire to ſettle Re- 


ligion on its true Baſis, to have Scripture the on- 


ly Rule to be appeal'd to, the only Guide and 


Decider of Controverſies, ſhall this expoſe any 


amongſt 
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amongſt Proteſtant Diſſenters to the Reſentment 
and Anger of their Brethren? Shall they approve 
and applaud / thoſe Hero's in the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church who, under, great Diſcouragements, are 
pleading this Cauſe on their behalt; and at the 
ſame time diſapprove and injure thoſe, who are 
purſuing the ſame End among themſelves ? They 
ſurely will not fall under the juſt Reflection, 
they have made on the Conduct of others, by 
approving what makes for them againſt thoſe that 


are ſtronger than themſelves, and diſapproving 


the ſame Things when urged by thoſe who are in 


their Power. 
I ſhall now proceed to conſider — Reaſons 


which have been given either for your Conduct 


or againſt that of your Nou-ſubſcribing Brethren. 
1.) Every one ought to be ready to give an Account 
of the Faith that is in him. This is very true, 
but is a Form compos'd by other Men the only, 
or the beſt Way of giving ſuch an Account : In- 
deed if a Number of Men are to publiſh their 
Faith to the World, as it were by Proclamation, 
that it may be known unto all Men how Orthodox 
they are, ſuch a Form is very uſefull ; it will 
ſerve for a Standard for thoſe to reſort to, who 
are willing to engage in a Spiritual War under 
certain Leaders; but as to any of the good and 
peaceable Purpoſes of Chriſtians, ſuch Forms ſeem 
to be altogether improper. | 
Chriſtians are not only to judge for themſelves 
what is the true Faith, and the Doctrine of Scrip- 
true 


whom they ſhall treat with Love and Charity as 


the Matter determih d by this rr Iſſue, will you 


hope you will not ſuffer it to paſs with your Sancti- 


(32) 
ture; but on proper Occaſions are likewiſe to give 
à Reaſon for their Faith, and are entitled to know 
the Faith of their Brethren, in Matters of the 
greateſt Importance, and on which the Title to 
Communion depends. But is recurring to a hu- 
man Creed or Article the proper Way of giving an 
Account of the Faith that is in them ? This is 
indeed a fine compendious Way to ſave ſome Men 
the Trouble of ſearching the Seriptures, and to en- 
able them to condemn others, who are ready to 
give a Reaſon from thence of the Hype that i in 
them, without the Trouble of going to the infalli- 
ble Rule. Learned Men may write Books, and 
amuſe themſelves with proving Do&rines out of 
the Bible; but when Chriſtian Societies come to 
judge who they ſhall hold communion with, and 


their Brethren, then the Biblè is thrown aſide, and 


give Aſſent and Conſent to this Form which we, 
or ſome other Men, have compos d, if not we 
have no more to ſay to you. This has been too of- 
ten the Caſe, and you have ſeen a late Inſtance 
of it, which thoſe concern'd are pleas'd to found 
on your Advice : If this be what you approve of, 
your Brethren may eaſily ſee what will be the 
Drift of your Conduct, if it be not approfigd, T 


on as a Precedent for the like Conduct in other 
Places. 


Has 


* 
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H As all yout Preaching and Inſtruction been 
in vaing has the glorious Light. of the Goſpel ſhone 
ſo brightly amongſt; us; as we daily hear from 
your Pulpits, and are Chriſtians at this Timo of 
Day not able to judge of, and prove the very 
Fiundatiens of their Faith out of Seripture, but 
mult on every Occaſion call for help from human 
Articles ? Shall Che iftians be inffam'd with ſo much 
Zeal, as to exclude others, tho' to all Appearance 
pious and good Men, from their Communion, and 
at the ſame time have ſo little Knowledge of the 
Word of Ged, be ſo little mighty in the Serip» 
tures, as not to venture arguing from thence on 
the Eſentials of their Religion; but intrench 
themſelves in the impregnable Fortreſs of a hu- 
man Cyecd, and from thence annoy thoſe who are 
in the. open Field of the Goſpel ? It may be ſaid 
this is an open Field indeed, inhabited by Out- 
Laws, Maroders, and Banditti, who lead honeſt 
Pcop.e out of their Way into By-Paths, and there 
murder them: But are they therefore to be hang'd 


up at the next Tree, are they not to have a fair 


Tryal, the Fact to be prov'd and Sentence given 
againſt them according to the Laws of their Cour- 
try, and not by ſpurious Laws of no Authority? 
But to leave Similitudes which generally ſerve 
more for Amuſement than Iuſtruction: It cannot 
be deny'd that Chriſtians have a Right to reject 
from their Communion thoſe, who by their 7+- 
nets or Actions have excluded themſelves from the 
Body, of which Chriſt is the Head; but none ſure- 

i” ly - 
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ly ought to be excluded the Church on Earth, who 


according to the Terms of the Goſpel, are in the 
Way of Salvation, and are conſequently likely to 
be Members of the Church Triumphant in Heaven, 
What a dreadful Sentence is this, for ſome Chri- 
ſtians to pronounce againſt others, who lay claim 
to that Name ; that they are out.of the Way of 
Salvation, and the ordinary Means of Grace, 
and are left to that uncovenanted Mercy of God, 
which ſome charitable People may allow to ex- 
tend to Turks, Jews, and Infidels. A Judgment of 
this Nature, ought never to be paſs d without 
the fullelt Examination imaginable, hearing all 
that the accuſed Perſon can urge, endeavouring 
to convince him from Scripture, ſhewing him 
plain and expreſs Authority there againſt his Er- 
ror; and if after ſuch an Examination any can, 
with a ſafe and clear Confcience, ſay this Man 
is not in the Way, which Scripture has declared 
neceſſary to Salvation, let them exclude him. But 
what a wide Difference 1s there between this 
Way of proceeding, and paſſing ſuch a Judgment 
on the refuſal to Aſſent to a Hyman Firm, of no 
Authority. This Way of reaſoning, I know is 
proper only to thoſe, who conceive that there is 
a Catholick Church, according to the Creed called 
the Apoſtles, and that a regular Excluſion from 
one part of it, excludes a Man from being a 
Member of the whole. 

Tross who carry their Notion no farther, 


than to {mall and particular Societies, have ſome 
. Colour 
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Colour to tie up their Members to more Nicety? - 
and to Agreement in Matters of ſmall Impor- 
tance. Their excluding any from their parti- 
cular Church, leaves them ſtill: an allowed Liber- 
ty and Claim to be of any other Communion.” 
They need form no judgment, whether ſuch a 
particular Notion is inconſiſtont with being a 
Cbriſtian; but only that ſuch a one's Company is 
not agreeable to them: And were their Exclu- 
ſions never followed with uncharitable Cenſures, 
and Injuries to the Perſons of the Excluded, I 
ſhould think there was no fault to be found with 
them, but that they might, without 'Offence, 
injoy their Fancy of having to do only with thoſe, 
who are altogether of their Mind. 

2). ANOTHER thing urg'd in your Defence is 
this. We have all of us already given our Aſſent to 
this Human Form, and why may we not do it again 
now ; unleſs we have alter d ur Minds, and disbe- 


lieve now, what we formerly ſincerely aſſented to. 


Tur Legiſlature makes ſulſiribing the Ar- 
ticles” a neceſſary Condition of the Liberty you 
have of publick Worſhip, and of exerciſing your 
Miniſtry ; you have devoted your {elves to that 
Work, and would therefore be highly to blame 
if you ſhould neglect it, becauſe a Condition is 
required, which you canand may lawfully comply 
with. Bur ſurely it does not follow from hence, 
that you mult account it a great Pr! viledge to 
have theſe Terms laid on you, I believe it has 
not generally been thought ſo by you. Muſt 

you 


(5) 
Vou therefore be very fotward: and ready on e- 
very Ocdaſion, to give your Aſſent and Canſent 
to ſuch Forms, when none calls on yoiito do it, 
When it can do no real Service to Truth, which: 
is ſupported by Arguments and not by Votes; 
but may be of great Prejudice to Charity, by ſq 
publick an Alarm, /which immediately ſets fixe to 
Men's Paſſions, raiſes thair Reſentment; and pro- 
duces a Zeal that is nat caſily to be lend and go- 
vern'd by Reaſon. I/ believe I may venture to 
ſay, without being contrnd icted by you, er any 
who know them, that your Hrethren, from whom 
you have withdrawn: on this Occaſion, are al- 
| molt. to a Man of thoſe Sentiments, which you 
will own to be Sound in the Doctrine of the Dei- 
ty of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; '. That they have not 
alter'd their Minds as to the Dectrine it ſelf, 
ſince their former Suhſcription; thougli they 
may have alter d their Sentiments, concering the 
Expediency of ſuch 2%. I believe they will 
think it ſufficient to give a juſt and full Satisfac- 
tion to all good Chriſtians, whom it may con- 
oern, of the Soundneſs of their Faith, in a Me- 
thod much more proper, than that you have 
taken; and will not, thro' fear of diſpleaſing 
warm Men, abandon the Defence of what they 
think ſo good a Cauſe, the juſt Liberty of Chri- 
ſtians, and the Sufticiency of Scripture to guide and 
direct their Faith and Practice. 
3). T nz Form we have Signed, is a Form of 
ſound Words, | it contains not only Truth, but 
Truth 
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Truth of the greateſt Importance, the very 
Foundations of the -Chriftian Faith; und there- 
fore: rat o be FAT Ok to Oy. 1 e _ 
Aud. 10 cor 
_ 25Þx ith 1 ban be * clice ets 
27 hold theſe Truths fully, tho“ they had 
never heard of this Form of exproſſing them ; 
that they may be earneſt for theſe Truths, and 
yet cautious how they maintain them by rhe 
ſame Methods, which will equally' ſupport Ex- 
ror; viz. a Deferenee to Human judgment and 
Authority; that they may, without either being 
thought humerſome or obſtinate, think the &i 
tures the beſt Rule for expreſſing theſe Truths, 
as they are allow d to be the only one, by which 
they learn them. Neither the Truths themſelves, 
nor the Importance of them is the Subject of 
this Debate; nor do thoſe who adhere to that 
Cauſe, TI am defending, diſpute either the one 
or the other; and I hope, no impartial Perſon 
will think thoſe Truths any part of this Debate, 
Tho' I perceive ſome Men will be ” continually 
ſuggeſting, that they are. Such Suggeſtions may 
inflame the Zeal of well meaning Perſons, make 
them dread hearing any thing ſaid, that has e- 
ven the moſt remote Relation to thoſe Points, 
unleſs it comes from thoſe, who expreſs a more than 
ordinary Concern for them ; they will fear ſome 
lurking Poiſon under !Exhoetains to theſe “ Bean. 


* tiful Virtuet, Charity, Modeſty, and mutual Fur- 
Llearance 
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© bear@nge, and will arm their good and tender 
q « Hearts, againlt the Infection. 
Tur I may not prejudice the good Cauſe 


I am defending, by leaving room for unjuſt Sug- 
geſtions, I think it proper here to declare; that 


tho my tender Heart may retain ſome Cha- 
rity for their Perſons, I have no Inclination to 
defend the Cauſe of Arians., I conceive the 
Proper Unity of the Supreme Being to be the great 
Principle of Natural Religion, which cannot be 
inconſiſtent, with revealed. I believe the Divine 
Nature of Jeſus Chriſt to be that of the Supreme 
God. 1 believe that great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh, and am little concern'd 
about ſome other Myſteries, which to me ſeem to 
have more of the Hand of Men, than God in them. 
L have but one Object of Worſhip, and can- 
not fall into the Notions of thoſe, who aſſert ei- 
ther three equal Beings, or three Beings Sub- 
ordinate to each other, as the Objects of Wor- 
ſhip. (1! 

IS approve of your Deſign, learned Gentletnga, 
to ſupport. from Scripture Evidence, the great 
Doctrine of the Unity of the Divine Eſſence; I and 
every one, ought to commend that Way of defend- 
ing Truth againſt Error, tho! we ſhould not 
Admire ail yuu have ſaid on that Occaſion, and 
tho' at the fame time we ſhould oppoſe you 
in ſome other Methods of ſupporting Truth, 
which we think arc not the proper — but 
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may equally, as the Cafe ſhall happen, ſerve#te 
ſupport Error. While I am Addreſſing my (elf 
to you, Gentlemen, upon a Subject that has ſome 
relation to the Truth you have ſo lately de- 
fended, as it has to all other Goſpel Truths, 
it will not be improper to ſhew ſome Regard 


to your Performance, as far as I can do it with- 
out leaving my main Subject. | 


"qe f* * 
8 
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« Yo v have reprov'd thoſe, who "wil by all 


« Means find out the Almighty unto Perfection, that 


ce need not that he ſhould teach them how to ſpeak con- 
© cerning him. This I own is a juſt Reproof, 
and expreſt with more Moderation, than Men 
of that Character, if any ſuch there are, deſerve. 
I dare ſay, however, that you did not intend 
thereby to Diſcourage any inquiſitive 'Chriſtian, 
from uſing all the Helps and Aſſiſtance, which 
his Natural Reaſon and Sagacity could ſupply 
him with, towards underſtanding the Doctrine 
of Scripture : This, you ſeem to me, to have 
done your ſelves, and this every one muſt do, 
who will explain Scripture, or expreſs the Senſe 
of it in other Words, than are there uſed. I 
cannot think you delign'd to diſcountenance a 
juſt and modeſt Uſe of Human Reaſon in this 
Enquiry, or that you claimed a Liberty to uſe 
your own Reaſon, and at the fame time intend- 
ed to diſparage and depreciate that of others; 
tho* I fear ſome Perſons may be lead by your 


1. 


Dockrine of Trinity, pag. 17. 2 
xpreſſions 
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expreſſions to be very fearſul of any Reaſoning, 
but what comes from your ſelves. | Tho' I 
agree with you that Men will never & find ont 

« the Almigbt) to Perfection, that the M ſteries of 
Revelation will ſtill remain My/teries, after all our 
Pains and Inquiries ; yet I would not have hem 
made more dark than they are left in the Serip- 
tures; nor any of the plain and obvious Dictates 
of Reaſon. diſregarded, becauſe they may tend 
inſome Meaſure to diſſipate that Darkneſs, which 

Men have. made. Give me leave therefore to 
ſuggeſt to you ſome thoughts; which appear to 
me exceeding plain, I ſpeak for my ſelf, leaving 
others full Liberty to judge, whether they are as 
plain to them or not., 

1.) Our Belief of, or Aſſent to, any Propoſi tion, 
either divine, or human, is no larger than the 
Senſe or Ideas we affix to that Propoſition ; if there 
be any Part of it, or any Word of it, to which 
we have no Idea or Meaning, we do not Aſſent 
to that Part or Word; if our Ideas are imperfect 
or obſcure, our Aſſent is ſo equally, and in the 
ſame Degree. 

2.) The Aſſent we give to, the Words of God, 
the Meaning of which we do not underſtand, is 
only this ; that theſe arc his Words who is T'ruth 
it ſelf, that they contain Truth in them, but What 
that Truth is we know not; but this is not aſſent- 
ing to the Propoſition contained in thoſe Words, 
which we do not underſtand ; but to another ge- 


neral Propoſition, which we do fully underſtand, 
vix. 
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viz, That God always ſpeaks Truth, To ſay 
that we believe a Propoſition, which we do not un- 
derſtand, is a Contradiction in Terms, and yet, I 
am aſhamed to ſay it, it requires ſome Pains to 
bring Men out of ſuch an Abſurdity. _ 

3.) Tho' we have a Veneration for- the Words 
of God, which we do not underſtand at all, or 
but in Part ; yet no ſuch Veneration is due to 
the Words of Men, if they propoſe their ex- 
preſſions for the Aſſent of others; they ought fully 
to explain what they mean by their :own Words. 
Can there be a greater Folly in Nature than this 
is, for Men to ſay, the Words and Expreſſions of 
God, concerning his own Nature, are Difficult 
and Obſcure, we cannot frame adequate Ideas 
of them ; but yet we will explain them, and ex- 
preſs the Meaning of them in Words of our own, 
which God has not uſed ; and to theſe Words of 
our own, we have neither a certain Meaning 
our ſelves, nor will we explain them to others, 


—_— 
— _ 
— 


* See the Doctrine of the "Trinity pag. 136. 

Men ought not to think it a bard Matter for God who is — ve 
fible in bis Nature, to gropeſe ſuch things for the Object of their Faith 
which are incomprebenfi to their Under/tanding, thereby to try their Faith 
and Obedience, This Text wants a Comment, I fear you may here 
have Occaſion for that notable Rule, you are pleas'd age 40. to 

ut into the Mouth of Heinns. [That any, the greateſl Force is to 

u/ed with Words, rather than take them in their obvious Meaning] tor 
the obvious Meaning of thete Words is, that our Faith or Aſſent 
may be larger than our Ideas, Meaning, or Underſtanding z and 
the Meaning I have mention'd that God's Words are true, the" we 
do not underfland them] is a great Force put on them 4 tor ſurely 
belicving that God ſpeaks Truth, is no great Tryal of Faith or 


dience, 
F who 
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who are to aſſent to them? This is a Pretence 
of the moſt arrogant Nature, which Men of 
Piety or common Senſe, ought to oppoſe with 
Zeal; this is not leaving Myſteries in the Con- 
cealment, which the Holy Ghoſt has left them in, 
but caſting a Human Vail over them, to obſcure 
them ſtill more. | 
G1vz me leave now to apply this to the Forms 
you have Sign'd, and the Book you have written, 
in which the Word Perſon is uſed in expreſſing 
the great Myſtery you defend: This, is certainly 
a Human Word, as it is uſed on this Occaſion ; 
if it be ever uſed in Scripture, as when it is ſaid 
that Chriſt is the expreſs Image of his Father's Per- 
fon, it there ſtands for Subſtance or Being, which 
is a Senſe you would not have it by any means 
taken in, as it ſtands in your Book, and have in- 
deed diſclaim'd it. The Apoſtle's Creed, the Ni- 
cene, and all other Creeds, till that which goes 
under the Name of St. Athanaſius, could Ex- 
preſs the Faith contended for, without the help 
of this Word; ſo that it may truly be ſaid this 
is a Human Word, as it ſtands in theſe Forms, 
and but late introduc'd into the Confeſſions of 
Faith. We read much in Scripture concerning the 
Father the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, and likewiſe that 
God is one: but we no where find it faid that there 
are three Perſons and one Codhead, this is not the Lan- 
guage of the Holy Ghoſt but of Men; it does not 
follow from thence, that it is not true, but this 


follows, that if Men will uſe Words of their own 
in 
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in Matters of Faith, they are to explain the 
Meaning of them, at leaſt if they require Aſſent 
to them ; otherwiſe they muſt admit that any 
other Words, that had no Meaning, would be 
as proper in the Place of them ; for a Word, 
to which, in the Place where it ſtands, there 1s 
no Idea affix'd, is certainly a bare Sound. I think 
therefore that the Meaning of ſuch a Word may, 
without Preſumption, be asked of thoſe who uſe 
it. If the Word Perſon be conlider'd in its Ori- 
ginal and firſt Uſe, it ſignifies a Character, being 
derived from the Masks thoſe put on, who acted 
on the Theater, which were call'd Perſonz ; 
which were ſuited to the Part to be acted; in this 
Senſe one Man might have ſometimes one Cha- 
racer, ſometimes another, and ſo be a different 
Perſon at different Times. The ſame Original 
likewiſe accounts for a ſecond Senſe of the Word, 
as it means an individual diſtin& Being; ſo ſever: 1 
Actors, Acting ſeveral Parts, were call'd diſtinct 
Perſons: And this is the Senſe, in which we 
now uſe the Word Perſon, upon all other Oc.. 
caſions, but in our Profeſſions of Faith. This 
being then a Humane Word, and conſequent- 
ly a Word, whoſe meaning ought to be ex- 
plain'd ; let us conſider what Meaning it can 
have in the Place where it ſtands? If it be ur- 
derſtood to mean an individual, diſtin&, or nu- 
merical Being, which is the Common Senſe of 
it, then the Doctrine of your Article will be, 
what you abhor, 77itheiſm ; and the Doctrine of 

3 Unity 
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Unity will only conſiſt, in being of one Subſtance 
or Nature, as three Men are of the ſame Com- 


mon Human Subſtance and Nature: This ſeems 
to have been the Opinion of ſome great Men in 
this Nation, and many have thought this the O- 
pinion of the great Athanaſius and the Senſe of 
the Council of Nice: * At leaſt it may be ſaid 
of almoſt all the Human Forms, where the 
Words the ſame Subſtance are uſed to denote the 


= Epiphanius adv, Hareſes Edit. Paris. Epiphanins was "FREIE 
* all Hereſies and Hereticks, and a — Detender of 


the Doctrine of the Council ot Nice, He p. 609. blaming Paulus 
Samoſatenus and his Followers, ſays, They make God with his 
Word one Perſon, as one Man with his Word [vr Reaſon}; this he 
Argues againſt alledging that Chriſt is ſaid in St. John's Goſpel to 
be God, with God, but adds be, the Word or reaſon of Man 1s not 
Man with Man, p. 750. Tyery thing begets its own Likeneſs, Man 
begets a Man, and God a God. p. 615. The Nature of the Son is 
the Image or Copy of the Father, and like it in all reſpects. 

The Son is not the ſame Numerical Subſtance with the Father, 


but Couſubſtantial, for this Expreſſion Contubſtantial does not 


ſignify One [Individual] young f. 749. This Expreſſion we are one, 
al Being, for Chriſt theretore ſays, 
are one, not am One; becauſe the Father and Son are two Compleat 
diſtinct Beings, pe 884. there is no Pretence tor quarrelling with 
thoſe, who uſe the Word Conſukſtantial, as if it imply'd a Confu- 
fon in the Divinity, for this very Word implies two Beings. pag. 
97. The Word Con. does not ſignify One Individual, for C al. 
antial Signifies two entire diſtinct Beings, but not different or 
unlike one another. 44 755 

Page 518. There is one Divinity, one Dominion, one Aſeripti- 
on ot Glory; but a Trinty in Number not as one thing call'd by 
three Names, but truly diſtinct Names diſtinct Subſiſtences, 9p. 87l 
We conceive of the Son as God, like the Father in reſpectot his 
Nature. Men make Statues of Gold, ot Silver, and other Metals 
that are like their Originals but not Conſahſlantial, p. 743. The Arias: 
afhrm the Son to be e and o 17 kind 
from the Nature, and Eflence cf the ather. 

Page 797. After endeavouring to prove that the Word Conſub- 
fantial is warranted by Scripture, be adds, But why may we not 
uſe ſuch an Expreſſion [ Juppofing. i o be Un(cy ptural] for the ſake 
ot Piery and Union in Truth? tor withe ut the Word Con uh an- 
{tel there could be no Diſcovery or Conviction of Hereſies, tor as 
a Serpent hates the ſmell ot Bitumen [or as the Moderns ſay, as tha 
Devil — Primſtene] fo Arias and Sabelliys hate the Word % ce 


Conſubſlantial. 
Ui ity, 


(45) 


Unity, and the Word Perſon, the Trinity; that they 
are capable of having that Senſe put on them fairly 
at leaſt, if not with more Probability than any 
other; rho? I will not ſay that was the Meaning 
of the Compilers, who I apprehend had almoſt 
none, or a very dark and obſcure TRY to 
their own Words. 

Tt other Senſe of the Word, as it ſtands "A 
a Character, an Office, a Relation, or a Mode of Ex+ 
iſtence, as ſome have expreſs'd themſelves, will in- 
deed ſupport the Doctrine of the proper Unity of 
the ſupreme Being ; and will repreſent him to us 
under different Characters and Manifeſtations, as 
the Author and Preſerver of all Things, as united 
to the human Nature of Chriſt for the great End 
of ſaving the World, and as ſanctifying the Hearts 
of Chriſtians, and leading them into all Truth; 
and thoꝰ this Diſtinction be not a mere Name, yet it 
will ſtill have, as you expreſs it, * the hard Name 
of Sabel/ianiſm put upon it. What therefore ſhall 
honeſt plain Chriſtians do in this Caſe, to under- 
ſtand this human Word ; when ſuch hard Names 
are to be given tothem, if they take it in cither 
of the obvious Senſes of it? Why ſurely they may 
ask thoſe who uſe this Word, and expect they 
ſhould do ſo too, for a third Meaning; and if 
that cannot be given, humbly beg leave to 
have no Meaning at all to the Word. I am un- 
willing Gentlemen to ask you to explain this Word 
and give us a Meaning, in which we may ſafely 
underſtand i it; and cannot but think you v ould 


y— — — 


'* Do@rin: of Trinity, Pige 21. 


rather 
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ather diſpenſe with uſing that Word, than at- 


tempt it: unleſs your Readers ſhall be contented 
with Melancthon's Definition in the Augsburgh Con- 
feſſion, that the Word Perſon ſignifies not a Part or 
Quality in another, but what properly ſubfiſts ; theſe 
Words, if they have any Meaning, ſeem to favour 
ſtrong of Tritheiſm. | 

I imagine you will not think it proper to ex- 
plain the Problem of a Learned Divine, now a 
Dignitary of the Church, that this Word ſtands for 
a Diſtinction that is ſomewhat greater than a modal 
Diſtinction, and leſs than a real. For my Part I 
cannot, at preſent, form in my Mind any Con- 
cepton of a Middle betwixt theſe two, I have 
not the leaſt Shadow or Glimpſe of an Idea to 
this Propoſition; if any other Perſon can form 
ſuch a Conception, or have a Meaning to ſuch 
Words, I ſhould be glad they would communi- 
cate it ; If they have not I hope the World will 
not be diſquieted about them: but they will be 
ſuffer'd to paſs as mere Sounds, in the ſame Claſs 
as ſubſtantial Forms, and many other Scholaſtic 
Terms; which formerly puzled the Brains of cu- 
rious Men, but are now at reſt, buried in Obli- 
Vion. 

I hope, what I have ſaid will not be thought 
being Wiſe above what God has written, tho' it 
may be thought boldneſs to find fault with 
what ſome Men have J/ritten. I cannot but 
think, plain and good Chriſtians may form as 
25 Notions of the Father, Son, and Ppirit, con- 

ſiſtently 
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ſiſtently with the Unity of the ſupreme Being; 
by reading the Scriptures; as by the help of ſuch 
Words in Cinfeſſions and Articles. The Depth of 
this great Myſtery will then remain the ſame, 
in which the Holy 'Ghoſt has left it, and it will 
not have a new or greater Darkneſs put upon 
it, by Human Words, without Knowledge. I 
muſt do you the juſtice Gentlemen, to ſay, that 
you have been very ſparing in the Uſe of the 
Word Perſon in your Performance, and ſeem ra- 
ther therein to have comply*d with Cuſtom, than 
to have laid any great Streſs on it. If I can 
judge any thing from the general Complexion of 
your T'reatiſe, you would not reject from your 
Communion, any plain and ſcrupulous Chriſtian, 
who ſhould make a Difficulty of uſing this Word 
in Confeſſing his Faith, I have ſome doubt whe- 
ther, in that Place, p. 21. where you ſay the 
Diſtinction in the Trinity is not a meer Name, 
if the Word Charafer, Relation, Manifeſtation, or 
ſome other Word of that Import, had been uſed 
inſtead of mere Name, you would have given it 
the hard Name of Sabellianiſm. I likewiſe doubt 
in p. 117. where you Condemn thoſe, that con- 
ceive the Diſtinction to be a threefold Habitude 
or Conſideration of the one Perſon of the Father, 

whether if inſtead of the Words, the one Perſon ö 
of the Father, theſe Words had been placed the 

one Supreme God, you would have condemn'd 
ſuch Expreſſions. I can not but think you would, 
bear with one, who ſhould hold the Unity of 


God, 


j 
i 
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God, and the proper and Eternal Deity of the 
Son, and Hily Spirit, in Oppoſition to Sociuus; 
tho* the World ſhould give ſuch a one the hard 
Name of a Sabellian. Such hard Names of Sa. 
bellius, Athanafius, Pelagius, Calvin, Luther, Zu- 
inglius, Arminius, and an hundred more, have too 
much frightned the World, ſuch Names have no- 


thing to do with Truth, and ought neither to 


influence, nor prejudice any in their ſearches after 
it. To conclude this Point if the Caſe of this 
Word Perſon be as I have repreſented it, ſurely 
a good Chriſtian might, even on that Account, be 
a little Scrupulous how he ſet his Name to ſuch 
Words, without a Proper call to it ; when there 
is a juſt and urgent Neceſſity for it, I allow a 
good Man might, without Offence, ſign ſuch a 


Form; for if ſome of the Words are ſuppos'd to 


have no meaning at all, they certainly can have 
no Heretical meaning. 

I need not repeat what I have ſaid on the 
Word Perſon, and apply it to the other Word 
one Subſtance, the Caſe is the ſame as to that 
Word, of a double Signification, which a Sabelli- 
an, and Tritheiſt may each take in their own 
Way. I could, have wiſh'd you had been ſome- 
what more explicit in your meaning of ſuch Hu- 


.man Words, your Zeal would then have become 


you ſomewhat better when your Readers might 
have known by your Book, what were your real 


Sentiments, and what you would have them = 
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fend and adhere to. 1 wiſh we could all agree 
either to keep cloſe to what the Scriptures have 
ſaid, or if we will uſe Human Words and Tech- 
nical Phraſes, tell what we mean by them, be 
open and candid, not play with Words, but tell 
our Minds freely; and if we hold what we * 
is right, never be afraid of owning it, tho the 
World ſhould give us hard Names. | 
T xz World will always have ſuch a Regard 
for Men of Uprightneſs and Learning, as to 
preſume that they really have a Meaning to Hu- 
man Forms, which they Subſcribe, and for which 
they ſhew a great Fondneſs. Why ſhould not 
ſuch, therefore be ready to declare, and own 
that Meaning ? Is it becauſe having any Mean- 
ing to certain Words is dangerous, and will have 
ſome old hard Name or other put upon it ? Such 
Names are Bugbears, which ought not to frighten 
Men of Courage and Integrity. What if ſome 
weak and filly People ſhould. have a great deal of 
Zeal, for what they fondly conceive to be Ortho- 
doxy, and ſhould place it in a dark and profound 
Veneration for certain Human Words ; which they 
imagine they believe, tho” they own they do not 
underſtand them? Surely there is common 
Senſe enough left in the World, to defend wiſe 
and good Men againſt ſuch ignorant Zeal ? Can 
it be a difficult Thing to convince Men, that it 
is an Abſurdity to affirm, that two Propoſitions, 
conceived in different Words, are the ſame ; when 
one of the Propofitions, or it may be both of them are 
GW: 4” not 
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| #otunderſiood? Or to expreſs it plainer, That cer- 


tain Human Words,” to which we httve no Idea's, 
are equivalent to, and contain the ſame Senſe, as certain 
Divine Words, which we do not perfectiy underſtand. 
Should not all wife and good Chriſtians join toge- 
ther in detecting, and oppoſing ſuch Darkneſs 
and Ignorance, and agree, either to ſpeak plain, 
and tell what they mean by certain Words of their 
own, without fearing Danger; or elſe drop thoſe 
Words, and leave Chriſtians to have a Venerati- 
on for the Words of 'God alone, which are cer- 
tainly true, whether we underſtand them or not. 
Gr vꝝ me leave, Reverend Gentlemen, to make 
ſome fartlier general Obſervations on your 
Book. „ 

Jo vx proving from Scripture the great Doc- 
trines you are defending, none can find fault with; 
every one mult approve of that way of arguing, 
which 1s the only proper one to ſupport thoſe 
grear Truths: But might not this have been 
done with effect, without ſounding ſuch an Alarm, 
as you have done, as if there was danger of a 
great and general Apoſtacy amongſt your Brethren. 
You ſay, that this | viz. Arianiſm] is the Trial 
e of our preſent Day, is too true to be denied, 
and too manifeſt to be any longer concealed by 


© us. That you canriot ſtand by, and ſee your 5 


« Brethren, Friends, and Relations both in natu- 
* ral, and ſpiritual Bonds, turn out of the Way 
* of Knowledge, and draw others along with 
them into their unhappy Wandrings. 


« You 
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te You ſpeak of your Friends and Brethren, 

« 5. 12. who are changing their Principles, who 
c are on the other Side. You ſpeak of the Dan- 
© ger, p. 13. of turning your religious Aſſemblies, 
te into Sacrilegious Confederacies againſt the 
« one living and true God. Ot thoſe, who are 
« yet called Chriſtians, being divided about the 
« Object of Divine, Worſhip. The Confuſion 
and Jealouſies there muſt needs be amongſt 
te the. Worſhippers, each Party being afraid, leſt 
c they ſhould have fellowſhip with Idols; ſo that 
« jt will be hardly poſſible for them to worſhip 
God, together in the ſame Places, with a 
4 good Conſcience. Pag. 14. When the Godhead 
« of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt are call'din Que- 
« ſtion ; we think we are call'd up to defend 
« them. Pag. 15. If it ſhall pleaſe our Glorious 
cc Redeemer, for promoting his own Honour, 
& and preſerving the precious Intereſts of Peace 
4 and Truth amongſt us. Pag. 147. You ſpeak of 
« the Brethren here, that incline to favour the 
cc new Scheme, and pag. 148. that they have de- 
<« parted from the receiv'd Doctrine, they have 
« diſtracted the Minds of poor People, they have 
« diſturbed the quiet of our Churches, and what 
« we have done has been &nly in neceſſary Defence 
«of our ſelves, and the moſt important Truths 
« of our Salvation; nor this till we found them 
« many Ways invaded.” With a great deal 
more of the ſame Nature in that pious, and ex- 
cellent Exhortation at the Cloſe of vour Work; 
(3 2 which 


(52) 
which in the main contains ſuch Things, E all 
good Chriſtians ought readily'to hear. 

Wo vr p not any one think by theſe Expreſſi- 
ons, that we were in a moſt dreadful Caſe, 
that great Numbers had embrac'd already wrong 
Notions of the Divine Nature, that others were 
wavering, and on the Precipice ready to change 
their Principles, and revolt to the Enemies of 
our Saviour's Divinity; that the Danger was ſo 
great, as to call on us all to look about us with 
fear on every Side? You know beſt what pri- 
vate Reaſons you might have for ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation of the Caſe ; all that appears publick- 
ly, that may be thought to tend this Way, is 
much leſs, than you ſeem to deſire the World 
ſhould apprehend. The Caſe of Exeter is what 
makes the greateſt Noiſe, and yet in that Caſe 
it is own'd, that the ejected Miniſters had 
neither preach'd nor propagated any Heretical 
Opinions: They are indeed charged as not 
having defended the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, when ſome of their Hearers thought it ne- 
ceſſary, and they thought it not ſo; and as re- 
fuling to Subſcribe a Human Form of Words, 
and for theſe Reaſons they are expell'd ; tho' they 
offer'd to come to a fair and Chriſtian hearing 
with their People, and the Miniſters, who ſate 
in Judgment on their Caſe; and would then 
have given an Account of the Hope that was in 
them, have reaſon'd from the Scriptures, and 
ſubmitted to the Judgment of their People, whe- 
ther to continue with them, or withdraw in 
Peace, 


(083) 


Peace, What the real Sentiments of thoſe Mi- 
niſters were, we might then have known, had 
they been treated in a fair and Chriſtian man-' 
ner; but neither you nor I can now tell what they 
are, till they think fit to declare them; and iſ 
they ſhould never preach, or propagate tha Hes: 
retical Notions they are accusid. of holding, as 
perhaps may prove to be the Cale, this will then 
be but a ſmall Reaſon for ſuch an Outiry. | 

Axorhrx publick Caſe, nearer home, the 'Suf- 


 ferbr has given an Account of, which 1 leave as 


he does to the Judgment of the Chriſtian World; 
with this Obſervation only, that the firſt Offence 
taken, ſeems to be more owing to his want of 


Faith in the Damnatory Clauſes of the Athanas 


fian Creed, than to any Declaration he had made 
of Heretical Tenets, I believe it will be allow'd, 
he has neither preach'd, nor propagated thoſe 
Heretical Notions, of which he is accuſed.- _ 

 Bzes1pes theſe two I have heard of a Third 
in the Weſt Country, which has made ſome Noiſe 
but what that Caſe is I know not. It may be 
preſumed, tho' I know it not, that ſome few 
private Perſons, of no great Note or dangerous 
Influence, may have fallen into Arian Errors ; 


but I dare ſay the Number is not great, if it had, 
we ſhould have heard of it from themſelves, 
Men that live in a Country of ſo much Liberty 
as ours is, are ſeldom very backward in diſcovering 
their Sentiments. 


Por 
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Pur all this together, which is I think the 
fartheſt this Fear can Reaſonably go, till we 
hear farther from you, what ſecret Intelligence 
you have of ſuch numerous Enemies lying 
Incagnito; is this I fay a ſufficient Reaſon for 
the. Alarm you have taken, and ſounded in the 
Ears of all Difſenters ; which has called you up 
from that State of Quieſcence, which you would 
chooſe to be in as to Controverſy ; which has 
ſtruck the People with a Panick, not unlike the 
dreadful Terror of a Peſtilence, when every 6ne 
fears his Neighbour, his deareſt Friend, leſt he 
ſhould be ſeiſed with the Iufectiun, and Commu- 
nicate the Contagion? You needed not all theſe 
Repreſentations, ' of a great and imminent Dan- 
ger, to juſtify your writing a Pamphlet in Defence 
of a Chriſtian Doctrine; it is your Duty, 
when ever you ſee Occaſion, to confirm your 
People in the Faith; and your Names would 
have been ſufficient Inducement to every Diſ- 
ſenter, to read your Book for their Inſtruction 
and Confirmation, tho' they had not been told 
that our Al lay at ſtake. 

I could have wiſh'd that, in ſo * a Per- 
ſormance, which came out ſometime after the 
Difference between you and your Brethren, a- 
bout Subſcription to an Article, you would have 
allow'd a Line or two, or a Word by way of Poſt- 
ſcript, that you did not intend they ſhould be in- 
cluded in your general Surmiſes: This, I think, 
would not have been an Offence to them, or un- 


be” 


(35 
becoming your Charity; ; who linow!they are not 


fallen from the Faith, but are your fellow-La- 


bourers in the ſame Word and Doctrine. The 
Accomplices being ſuppos d ſo numerous, as you 


repreſent them, gives ſome Hint to thoſe, Who 
follow the Hue and Oh, to lay hold on every 
honeſt Man they meet, who does not immediate: 
ly give them all * SaztalaQogs. they are pleas 95 
to inſiſt on. Isos 114710) 
I hope you: will not ec the firſt Oppor- | 
tunity of doing your Friends Juſtice, which in- 
deed is doing Juſtice to your ſelves: If you 
ſhould think!fit to neglect it, and let Things take 
what Courſe they will, I dare ſay their Prudence 
and good Characters, their Chriſtian and 
ble Behaviour, will bear them out in the Wal 
and continue them in the Eſteem of all good 
Men, to whom they are known. 

Ir there has not been ſo general a Danger, 0 
urgent a Call as your Expreſſions Import, very 
few I believe will think ſuch an Outcry any 
Service to the; Cauſe of Truth; but that on the 
contrary it may, by the publick Curioſity it has 
rais'd to ſearch into this Matter, occaſion more 
Perſons being perverted to the Errors you oppoſe 
in ove Year, than might otherwiſe have been in 
ſeven, in the quiet Way in which this Affair, 
ſuppoſing it real, was carrying on. Whoever a- 
mongſt Diſſenters may be ſuppos'd tending to- 
wards, or actually tainted with thoſe Errors, 


they have been ſo prudent as not openly to avow 
them, 
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them, and propagate them. An Ordinary and 
common Care and Diligence mi ght have ſuffici- 
ently protects your Flocks from Danger: If any 
had been ſo daring, as in a private Way to at- 
tempt perverting them. Thoſe plain Chriſtians, 
who have more Piety than Learning or Curioſi- 
ty, of which your Congregations chiefly conſiſt, 
would never have been tempred to read Books of 
Controverſy ; they are generally to be depended 
upon, as adhering to thoſe: who have the ordi- 
naryCare of their nſtruction: Should their Curio- 
fity be raiſed by your Alarm to read on both 
' Sides, which whoever are impartial will be apt 
to do, there are Books eaſily to be come at, writ- 
ten by learned Adverſaries, whom you repreſent 
as not wanting cunning and plauſible Colours for 
their Schemes, and by ſuch Men the unwary, 
may very probably be caught, in Points allow d 
to be very dark and Myſterious, and yet very 
dangerous every Way to thoſe who miſtake the 
Truth. 

You very well remember the Caſe of another 
Controverſy upon Points, by ſome of your Bre- 
thren eſteem*d' Fundamental, between the Fol- 
lowers of Calvin, and Arminius. There was for 
many Years, a moſt terrible Outcry againſt the - 
Opinion of the undermoſt, as Heretical and In- 
tolerable : What has this ended in? What an 
Ancient ſaid upon another Occaſion, The whole 
World wonders to fee it ſelf. Arminian. | 

Ho W 


| *\, Vis 
ECW... 
Ho v far a more quiet and calm Way of pro- 
0 might have prevented the Effect we now 
ſee, | I will not take upon me to ſay; it's plain 
however the Way that was taken did not do, nor 
will you I believe admit that it was the Truth of 
the Principles, that has: made them 56 Trium 
phant. ee e os 
Ho w far you may think the prefone Caſe dif- 
1 I know not, but we have ſeen that the Pro- 
vidence of God has not always interpos d to hin- 
der great Numbers falling into Error, even about 
this Doctrine, no more than about many others, 
that are as plain and as Chriſtian, tho" nat of fo 
great Importance. Time will only ſhew whether 
my Fears, as to your Conduct, are juſt. Lou 
muſt be your own Judges in this Matter, I pre- 
ſume not to preſcribe to your Prudence; I dare 
venture however to promiſe you, that you will 
meet with no Adverſaries to your Doctrine from 
amongſt your Non-ſubſcribing Brethren; tho I 
fear you will not miſs having how from ner 
Quarter. 

I could have wiſh'd you had ald more 
room for Scripture Argument, that you would have 
mention'd the Scripture Proofs at length, inſtead 
of referring to the Places by Chapter and Verſe; 
and that the other Parts of your Book had not 
intrench d ſo much on that, as to leave but 15 
Pages out of 140 for the true Argument; which 
if ſupported with that Clearneſs of Scripture-ovi- 
dence, that is to be expected for Fundamentals, 

H would 
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would have its full Effect on all Chriſtiqus, that 


are not of a very obſtinate Temper; thoſe Who 


are perverſe. will not be mobed by the moſt pa- 


thetic Exhortations and Warnings, and good 
:Chriſtians noed them not; but are fully convinced 
when they ſee Scripture; Evidence. As theſe 


Truths depend entirely on Scripture, as they muſt 


be ſuppoſed very | clearly; revealed there, the 


keeping cloſe to 08 might have hed its Con- 


veniencies. i 


Your Readers Lr _ then have; Nac re 
ferr'd to other Books for a fuller Account, nor 
put to the trouble of ſearching the Texts in their 
Bibles ; which they mult do if they will not de- 
pend on you, that thoſe Texts prove what you 
bring them for; which is a Confidence in your 
Perſons, which you will. not expect from any, 
and which J hope, none of your Readers, who 
are not already fully ſa tisfy d in theſe n will 
put in you. 

1r could not, ** have becn Gove: dby any 
that you defign'd rather ro Alarm, than Con- 
vince, as ſome may be apt to imagine, you ha- 
ving been ſo Brief on the only true Agruments, 
and fo Large in thoſe which are not true ones; 


but which may endanger ſome Men's paying too 


great a Regard to Human Authority, and caſt 
an Odium on others, who regard the W a- 
lone in Points of pure Revelation. 

I am ſorry to ſee ſuch a Numerous Collection 


of Human Teſtimonies 6 by you, as wit- 
| neſſing 


(99) 
neſſing to the Faith You your ſelves. would» 
I believe be concermd, if you thought this would 
be any, even the leaſt reaſon of Aſſent to your 
Doctrine; Which if it᷑ is not fully and ſuſſicient- 
ly revealetl in Scripture, all the Vaneſſug of the 
Churches cannot be the leaſt Inducement to any 
Chriſtian” to Aſenr'it0" it You need not have 

ew the World that yôu were not / ſingular 
—— i you had been dſo on the 
Foundation of the 'Seviptures, you might have 
ſet che whole World at defiance, 1 9 70 had 
Whtniffed igainſt e ee e « 
#78 Argument from the Cobſenr of the 
Catholick Church; as the Pilar of Truth; as Mit- 
neſſing in all Ages to the Scripture” Dodtrines, 
has been ſo 'baſely marag'd by the Church of 
Rome, that I wonder to fee any thing like it 
produced amongſt Proteſtants : But this is a 
Subject that requires and deſerves more room 
and time than I have now to beſtow on it. 

T ſhall only at preſent obſerve that the Nu- 
merbus Collection of Confeſſions, you produce, as 
far as I underftand them, do not agree; atleaſt 
there is neither a Harmony of Words, nor Senſe, 
between the Ancient ones and the Modern There 
is indeed a great Harmony in Sound between, 
ſome of them, which are ſtuff d with Human 
Words without a Meaning. I hope the Reader 
will try his Talent at aun ſuch Forms 
by the he Belgic Confeſſion, # where if he fixes uy 
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Meaning to the Words ud Jam much miſta. 
ken, if they amount not either to Contradictory 


Propolitions,. or groſs Errors; but if they are 


taken in the Lump without a Meaning, they 
may by ſome be dec 5 their ene 
Darkneſs. | 
Pag. . Your Obſervation that, true chi- 
4 ſtian Virtue and Religion cannot be ſupport- 
* ed, but by this Belief, that a falſe Faith can- 
not be productive of 4 good and holy Life, 
e that Men do not gather Grapes of Thorns, or Fig. 
f Thiſtles.” This Obſeryation is neither juſt, 


nor becoming Men of a Charitable Diſpoſition; 


if you mean that a Virtuous, Good, and Holy. 


Life will avail nothing, without a faving Faith; 
you have expreſs d your ſelves very odly. Every 


Reader will, I believe, apprehend that you make. 
a neceſſary Connexion between believing the 


Trinity in the Orthodox Senſe, , and a Holy Life. 
This Obſervation, I ſay, is not true in Fact; 


for thoſe, who are known to have wrong Notions 


as to this Point, and thoſe who are ſuſpected to 


have them do lead as Holy, Virtuous and good 


Lives as others: Your reaſoning therefore is not 
juſtified by Fact, nor is it juſt reaſoning in it ſelf, 
The great Principles that influence Practice are 
the Belief of God and his Attributes of Holineſs, and 
Juſtice, and of a future State of Retribution; the 
great Inducements to Holineſs are a lively Senſe 
of the Love of God to Men in the Work of Re- 
ka and the Hopes of a Bleſſed mortality. 
Theſe 
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Theſe great Principles; are held by all z Sabelias 
A Tritheiſt, nay , even a Socinian is under the In- 
fluence of them. There appears no Connexion 
between juſt Notions· of the Nature of the Di. 3 
ſtinction in the Divine Eſence,. and a. good Life: 
But between the Moral Attributes of the Divine 
Being, and Morality. in the Creatures, chere is a 
plain and neceſſary Connexion, allowed by all. It 
has been taken very ill, and thought very unjuſt 
when thoſe that held che Doctrine of free Will 
charged thoſe, who held the Doctrine of abſolute 
Predeſtination, as deſtroying all the In ducements 
to a holy Life; by a Doctrine that was tho 
ſame, as that of the Fatalifts: This was thought 
drawing unfair and uncharitable Conſequences, 
and yet I dare appeal to the whole World whe- 
ther the Doctrine of the Trinity, or that of Pre- 
deſtination have the greater and more immediate 
Connexion with Morality, and whether your 
Reaſoning in this Caſe, is not as bad as theirs 
whom I have mention d. 

Ix the ſame remarkable Paragraph, you tag, 
It ſhouid ſeem by the neu Scheme, either that 

« ſuch as have gone upon the Old are periſhed, 
<« or that they have been brought tothe Enjoyment 
e of the true God, by belief of, and Aer 
upon a falſe One.” 

Jo our ſhame, be it ſpoken, that are Orthodox, 
thoſe of. the neu Scheme abhor any ſuch thought, 
as that good Men are periſb d, becauſe they held 
what they 'believ'd to be the Truth. This, I 

| | am 


\ 


( 


am ſorry for it, we muſt take amongſt ourſelves, 


it is our Side that make Periing and Sxving, 


depend on right Notions'in'this Myfter ion; Point; 
it is our Side that make Error in its oανν Nu. 


© ture Damnable, whether the "Heart has been fi, 


. cere in Examination or nor; and that leds No why | 
« of Eſenpe, but by that rich and in nie Grate ant 


. Merch, * which poſſibly / may extend to pat 
don even the vileſt, the moſt wicked, and ebſtl- 
nate Sinners? With hom thoſe who err in this 
Point, are fet” on a perfect Level: And this is 
covered over With a greit deal of Charity, We 
judge no "Maris State hereafter, we Aainh no 
Man; we only declare that he, that errs 
in his Conceptions about the Trinity, is in as 
damnable 'a State, as any) Man can be in; 
but we exclude no Man a poſſibility of being 
ſaved. Lo, this is our abundant Charity ! f 

GI x me leave, Reverend Gentlemen, to ſpeak 
for my ſelf, and ſome few others, who may join 
with me in this Requeſt”; that it may ſuffice 


for us to be ſound in our on Faith, without 


declaring the Errors of others damnable, that 
we may believe our Creed without adding danma- 
tory Clauſes to it, that we may be at Liberty not 
to ſtand in need of that fine Diſtinction between 
Errors in their own Nature damnable, and that will 


not prove eventually ſo to thoſe who perſevere in 


Nr holding them; * That we 2 ma be my _— 


: 


* 


4 


* Doctrine of the Trixity, pag. 11. + Ibid. pag. 10. 
** Ibid. 11. 
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£y.nor., {0 much a8 tear the Per iſhing of any of 
our Predecefſors,., whoſo holy and exemplary Lives 
weihave been. Witnefſesof ;; | tho' they did not a- 
gree with us in our Notions of this great Myſte- 
5; that e may not doubt the Operation of 
6e God's, Holy Spirit n 0wpivg and accompanying their 
_ *, ufetul Labours, tho they differ d widely from 
us in their Philoſophical Conceptions 20k: this 
fey. et 2 10 le eig, elde 
I have now done, for the * 65 my 
G on your Book and your! Conduct. I 
have ſaid enough, and perhaps too much, if 
you prove truly ſuch ſincere and peaceable Men, 
as I hope you will. I am ſure Peace between 
you and your Brethren is what, they, and you, 
and every Diſſenter, ought to deſire on many Ac- 
counts. I ſhould conceive that Peace might 
eaſily be brought about, when both Sides are, 
as they ought to be, inclinable and diſpos'd to, 
it. One Side are concerned about Truth, the 
other about Liberty; Thoſe that are zealous: for 
Truth would take it ill, ſhould they be ſuppos'd 
Enemies to Liberty; Thoſe on the Side of 
Liberty would take it as ill, to be ſuppoſed Ene- 
mies to Truth. It is the Happineſs of the Cauſe 
of Liberty, that it wants no more to ſupport it, 
than what is neceſſary to the Support of Truth; 
no Damage can be done to Chriſtian Liberty, 
but what will equally endanger Truth; the 
great Enemy of both, is making ſome Men's 
Judgments the Rule of others. Suffer me there- 
© * Doftrine of Trinity, pag. 47. 


fore 


fore to propoſe this ſhort Expedient, which both 
Sides ſeem to me pretty well agreed in already. 
T hope it will not be call'd a Canon, ein ſuch 
time as it has your Approbation. 
TRA x every Diſſenter, hen property call'd 
on to do it, be at Liberty, free from all Reſtraints 
and Reflections, to give an Account of his Faith 
either from Scripture, with a readineſs to explain 
as far as he is able, his Senſe of any Paſſage 


there; or in Forms n 4+ by other * or 


in his own Words. 

T rar all be advifd to allow this Liberty; 
and. Chriſtians; left to Judge on ſuch Declarati- 
ons, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. If you are agreed in 
this, it will eaſily follow that you make mutual 
Declarations of your Love and Eſteem for each 
other, forgetting all that is paſt, and walking to- 
gether in Love and Unity, as Chriſtians ought 
to do 

Mvucu 1 jabs need not be ſaid to incline 
you to this Method, or ſomething like it. 

From the World you are generally to expect 
nothing but trouble, you are a ſmall Number, 
naturally weak, and Diviſion amongſt you will 


make you inconſiderable, nay the Scorn and 


Contempt of your Enemies. 


You are at preſent bleſs'd with a moſt "oy | 


lent and Gracious King, a true Defender of the 
Faith againſt its moſt dangerous Enemies, Op- 
preſſion and Perſecution, a Friend to Liberty, whoſe 
greateſt Happineſs is to maintain his People in 

the 
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the full Enjoyment of it. You have had the 
Comfort to ſee a Britiſh Parliament, almoſt | entire- 
ly Members of the Eſftablih'd Church, take your 
Caſe into Conſideration ; and, notwi ithſtanding 
the Clamours of Multitude s of Zealots, reſtore 
to you your former Privileges: A Parliament 
that has ſhe wn ſo great a Regard to tender Con- 
ſciences, as to reject a Propoſition for laying 4 
new Toke on them, when ſome of thoſe, who pre- 
tend to be your Friends were for impoſing i it, and 
when ſome among your ſelves would have Applaud- 
ed them for doing it. You have the Happineſs 
to ſee a greater Number, than ever were before, 
of Biſhops and Clergy in the Eftabliſh'd Church, 
who are upon Principle Friends to Chriſtian Liber-= 
ty ; Men of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd Characters and 
Abilities, as give the beſt Proſpe& we have ever 
yet ſeen, of clearing the Proteſtant World from 
the remains of a Syperſtitious, narrow, poor and ſtin- 
gy Temper, and ſetting Chriſtianity on that noble 
generous Foot, on which it was firſt propagated 
over the World; and thereby reſtoring that Peace, 
Love, and Charity among Chriſtians, which was 
the Glory' of the Apoſtolical Age, and which for 
ſo many Ages ſince has been baniſh'd, by the 
Impoſing Arbitrary Temper of Proud and F. ool- 
iſh Menn. 

Wuar a glorious Proſpect is this what Joy 
muſt it give to every wiſe and good Man ? But 
at the ſame time what Concern to think, how 
uncertain and precarious ſuch Ex pectations are, 
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that depend on the Continuance perhaps of a 
few precious Lives; or on the turn of a Party 
in a Country ſo much given to Change as ours 
is. The ſlighteſt turn of Human Affairs may 
3 this pleaſing Viſion into Darkneſs and 
Horror. | 
Tus Changes, of which you have ſeen ſo 
many, ought always to keep you on the Watch; 
that your Conduct in times of Proſperity may 
be ſuch, as you will not be aſhamed of in Ad- 
verſity. Suppoſe thoſe numerous Enemies of 
your Liberties poſſeſs d of that Power, which 
they value on no Account more, than as it gives 
them an Opportunity to humble you, and triumph 
oyer you; Conſider your ſelves a poor divided 
Body, that need that Indulgence, which you will 
not ſhewto one another ; imagine your Enemies 
inſulting you, when they have you in their 
Power.-—Are you the Men that plead for Goſpel 
Liberty, that have ſuch ſcrupulous and tender 
Conſciences, - that you will not comply with the 
beſt Church in the World, that find fault even 
with Diſcipline and Ceremonies becauſe. not ap- 
pointed in Scripture, who refuſe to ſubmit to 
Human Authority even in Trifles > Have you, 
with Liberty and Conſcience in your Mouths, endea- 
vour'd to Abridge the Liberty of your own Bre- 
thren, put Human Teſts upon them in Matters 
of Faith, and ſet at nought their Appeal to Scrip- 
ture as their Rule, treated ſuch Appeal as aStifneſs of 
Humour and Punitilioof Honour ; and do you plead 
for 
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or that Indulgence from us, which you will not 
allow to others? We will teach you what it is 
to obey, to ſubmit to our Judgment, inſtead of 
Judging your Brethren ; you ſhall have Teſts and 
Impoſitions laid on you, ſuch as will humble you, 
you may cry out but the World will laugh : at 

ou. 

; T'y1s and a great deal more you may expect to 
hear from thoſe, who are ready to take any oc- 
caſion to aggravate your Faults, and who will not 
conſider all the Excuſes you may make, and all 
the Diſtinctions you may offer to avoid” the 
Charge; if any Part of it remains, it wounds the 
Vitals of your Liberty. Add to theſe Diſcou- 
ragements from without what you may expect 
from thoſe, who are your Friends and Brethren; 
who are pleas d to reckon themſelves ſupporters of 
Chriſtian Liberty, in ſupporting you; who, ſo far 
from being aſhamed of the Name, count it re- 
putable to be numbered among Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. Should any thing be done to impair that 
Liberty, which has been your Glory, that Free- 
dom of Interpreting the Scriptures for themſelves, 
of judging for themſelves what to believe from 
thence ; ſhould human Authority be countenan- 
ced or allowed anyPretence to controul that Judg- 
ment, ſhould ſome Mens Conſequences from Strip- 
ture be made a Rule to others, who do not diſ- 
cern the Juſtneſs of them, ſhould the Faith and 
Liberty of Diſenters be ſhackled with human 
T's inforced by tliemſelyes; and under theſe 
I 2 Circum- 


0 


Cirgumſtances ſhouldDilcouragements come upon 
5 from the Powers of this World; conſider 

at Inducements would remain, to incline Men 
bo ſuffer with you > Will they not "be apt to ſay, if 
we muſt not judge for ourſelves, if we muſt ſuffer 
Scandal or Reproach from our Brethren, if we will 
not giye up our Judgments to theirs ; if we can- 
not enjoy the Liberty of forming our own Judg- 
ment on Scripture, without expoſing our ſelves to 
their Reſentment and Anger? Had we not bet- 
ter ſubmit to the Authority of the Legiſlature, 
when our Liberty of Opinion will not be more 
reſtrained, than it is amongſt our ſelves, and we 
ſhall haye the Adyantage to be free from ſuffering 
in our Temporal Intereſt > This would be the 
Reaſoning of many, hat under ſuch Circum- 
ſtanges ſhould induce them to Reaſon otherwiſe 2 
Shall they be ſuppos'd to think, that they cannot 
haye the Goſpel Preach'd, but by you ; ſhall they 
prefer your Judgment, Learning, and Talents 
to any they can meet with elſewhere; Eſteem 
your preaching Solid and Edifying, and that of 
others Frothy and Worldly ? This may be the 
Opinion of many honeſt good People, who have 
always had an abundant Value for your Abilities, 
whoſe Knowledge proceedeth from your Lips, 
and whoſe Zeal is pointed by your Direction. 
As to thoſe, Who are at preſent both your Orna- 
ment and Defence, tho' they have a juſt Value 
for your Perſons and Abilities; yet, you know, 
they are attach d to your Intereſt more on the Ac- 


count 
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count of Chriſtian Liberty, than on any other. 
Should you be willing to ſee them leave you 
now, or hereafter in the Time of your Diſtreſs> 
Can you think a Regard to your Perſons can re- 
tain them in your Communion, when there 
ceaſes to be any material Difference berween you 
and other Churches as to this great Point of 
Goſpel Liberty? Can it be a Pleaſure to you to 
have a great and uncontrouled Sway over part of 
a weak ' ned, and divided Intereſt ; rather than a 
juſt and moderate Influence on a numerous, and 
united Body ? far be ſuch wretched- low Vous, 
from Men of your Character ! 

To theſe Conſiderations may be added all 
thoſe, which ariſe from your Characters as Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, from yout Duty as Chriſtians 
from the Love and Eſteem you owe to your Bye- 
thren; which will preſent themſelves to your 
Minds more juſtly, and fully, than I am able to 
ſuggeſt them. After the Conſideration of theſe 
Things, try if you can ſet your Hearts Sint 
offer d Peace? 
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ConsTANTINE the Congueror, the 
Great, the Auguſt, to ALEXANDER and 


£&0D; : e Underſtand that the Diſputes among 
_ vou, have ariſen on this Occaſion. 
113 That you, Alexander, did ask the 
* Presbyters of your Church, what was 
their Opinion concerning a Paſlage 
of our Law, or rather touching a uſeleſs Queſtion; 
and that you, Arius did make a very indiſcreet 
Anſwer, which ought not to haye enter'd into 
your Mind, or if it had, ought never to have 
proceeded out of your Lips. From hence have 
ariſen your Quarrels and Diſputes, Communion 
has been denied, the Faithful have been thrown 
into Factions, and that Love and Harmony bro- 
ken, which uintes the Body of the Church. --- 
Let each of you mutually ask, and grant Par- 
don to eich other, on thoſe reaſonable Terms, 
which I, that am your fellow Servant, propoſe 
to you. Tho” ſuch unneceſſary Queſtions may 
ferre to exerciſe the Wits of thoſe, who have a 
great deal of Leiſure ; yet ought they rather to 
be kept ſecret, than unadriſedly publiſh'd before 
| the 
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the People. How few are there, Who are ca- 
pable ſufficiently to penetrate ſo ſublime a Subject, 
or expreſs themſelves in Words ſuitable to its? 
Dignity ! were there any able to explain it, how 
few amongſt the People would comprehend it! 

Tun moſt Accurate cannot enter into the 
Examination of ſuch Queſtions, without Danger 
of falling into great Miſtakes: / Such Subjects 

ought never to be ſpoken of, but with the greateſt 

Caution; leſt thoſe, who attempt to explain 
them, ſhould do it imperfectly; or thoſe, that 
hear them ſhould form too groſs Conceptions, 
and the People by that Means either fall into 
Blaſphemy, or Schiſm. OED 

WHEREFORE, let him who has ask'd a Queſ- 
tion indiſcreetly, and he Who has anſwerd'it 
improperly, mutually pardon each other. There 
is no Difference between you, concerning any 
great Command of our Law, or concerning the 
Worſhip we owe to God; as to theſe Things 
you are of one Mind, you may therefure eaſily 
reunite in the ſame Communion. 

Ir is neither decent, nor reaſonable that you 
ſhould be permitted to govern the People of 
God, while you quarrel, with ſo much Heat, 
about ſuch minute Subjects. Give me leave to 
uſe a ſmall Example, which may ſerve to inſtruct 
you in your Duty? You know that tho” the 
Philoſophers of the ſame Sect do agree in the 
ſame general Principles, yet they often differ in 


ſome particular Expreſſions: This, however, 
does 
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does not hinder, hem from keeping a good Un- 
derſtanding with each other. Is it not much 
more reaſonable that you, , who have the Ho- 
our of being the Miniſters, of God, and who 
agree in the Profeſſion of the ſame Religion, 
ſhould love one another? 

.Ler me intreat you, to reſlect ſeriouſly on 
| what I am: ſaying. to you; conſider with your 
ſelves, whether it is reaſonable, that for an Idle 


diſpute about Words, Brethren ſhould arm 


themſelves againſt Brethren, and divide the Holy 
Aſſembly of the Faithful? What a wretched 


Conduct is this, more becoming the Ignorance of 


the loweſt amongſt the People, or the Weakneſs 
of Children, than the Learning and Wiſdom, 
with which Presbyters ought to be endu'd ? Let 
us fly from the Snares, which the Devil lays for 
us. Our great God, the common Saviour of 
ali Men, has difpens'd to us all the ſame Light ; 
permit me, I intreat you, permit me, who place 
my Glory in ſerving and honouring him, to fi- 
niſh, by his Aſſiſtance, the Work I have begun; 
to excite his People, with the greateſt Earneſt- 
neſs to reunite in the ſame Communion, ſince 
you profeſs the ſame Faith, ſince you are agreed 
in the great Principles of Religion, and in the 
Obſervation of the ſame Commandments, which 
oblige you to the greateſt Harmony of Affecti- 


on. The Subject of your conteſt not concerning. 


any capital Article of Piety, it ought not to 


have produc'd a  Schiſm amongſt you: I fay, 
not 


f 
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not this to oblige you all to be of the ſame Mind 
in Opinions of ſmall Conſequence, or in' the 
Points of your Diſpute whatever they be, ſince 
we cannot think exactly alike on all Subjects, all 
Men not having the ſame Capacity and Under- 
ſanding, you may keep Peace and Communion, 
tho' you are not agreed in theſe Things. Con- 
tinue in the ſame Sentiment, and the ſame Faith 
as to the Unity of God, and the Extent of his 
Providence ; and if in diſputing, ' with too much 
Subrilty, on vain and uſeleſs Queſtions, you can- 
not agree with one another; let each keep his 
own Opinion in the ſecret of his Heart : Bur 
keep inviolably the Bond ot Charity, the Chriſtian 
Faith, and the Precepts of the Law. Return to 
each other's Boſom, embrace affectionately, drive 
Hatred and Anger out of your Breaſts, own each 


other as Brethren. Friendſhip is ſometimes more 
tender and more ſincere, after a Reconciliation 


than before the Rupture. 

DEIIVII me from my Concern and Anxiety, 
reſtore to me the ſoy of the Day, and the Repoſo 
of the Night; if this be not done, how can I 
avoid melting with Tears, and conſuming my 
Days in Grief? How can I be joyful, while the 
People of God, my dear fellow Servants are 
torn aſunder by a pernicious Schiſm? Thar 
you may comprehend .the Greatneſs of my Sor- 
row, let me inform you, that *being but lately 
arriv'd at Nicomedia, I intended immediately to 
ſet out thence for the Eaſt ; juſt as I was haſting 

K towards 
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towards you and got tlie beſt part of my Way, 

this News ſtop'd me, for fear I ſhould ſee with 
my own Eyes, what I can hardly bear ſo much 
as to hear. Open to me then by your Recon- 
ciliation, the Way you have ſhur by your Quarrels: 
Act in ſuch a Manner, that I may ſee you and 
the People with Joy, and may render my thanks 
to God for your Agreement, * 4 


.. Evsz31vs ſays, The Conteſt was two 
great, to be appeaſed by a Letter, the Furyand 
Zeal increas'd, and ſpread over the whole Eaſt; 
which was owing to the Envy and Malice of 
the Devil, who could not bear to ſee the Churc 
in Proſperity. | 


— | 8 — Lv 


* F produce not this Letter with any View to the ſuppos d Con- 
troverſy of this Time about Arieniſm, [of which I have yet ſeen no 
thing produc'd among Diſſenters, but on the Orthodox Side.] but to 
fhew that Excellent Spirit of Charity, which ſhines ſo brightly 
thro out it; as to be a noble Example to Chriſtians in all A 
and in all Controverſies ; and a juſt Reproach to ſome in our time, 
who ſhew ſo little of that lovely Temper. | 5 
What would this good Enperor have ſaid, had he ſeen the Dif- 
putes of our Day, not about the Deity ot Chriſt, as that berween 
Alexander and Arius ; but whether haman Articles, or the — Scrip- 
tures expreſs d the Faith moſt Properly? I fear he would have 
had greater Reaſon tor faying what he does 1n this Letter ; That 
it was neither detent nor reaſonable, that ſome Men ſhould govern the 
2 of Gd, while they quarrel'd with ſo much Heat about ſuch 

ubjetts, 
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A ſbort Ac count of ſome late Alus. 
tions in the CHux CN of GENEvV 4, 
relating to ſubſcribing ARTICLES 


H E Church of Geneva, ilch has been 
1 2 deſervedly look d upon as one of the 
A Glories of the Reformation, did, in com- 
mon with the reſt of the Reformed Churches, 
retain rhe Uſage that had prevail'd before the 
Reformation, of having a great Number of Hu- 
man Expoſitions of the Scripture Doctrine, and 
Rules of Diſcipline, enjoyned as Teſts, to be ſub- 
ſcribed by all thoſe who were to be admitted to 
the Work of the Miniſtry. They thought it pro- 
per to purge away the groſs Errors and Abſurdi- 
ties, which had prevail'd under Popi/h Darkneſs 
and Tyranny ; but could not think of parting 
with the Power of fixing, and determining the 
Senſe of Scripture for thoſe, who ſhould fall un- 
der their Care. As they thought it was no dif- 
ficult Matter to find the Meaning of Scripture, 
when the Dread and Terror of the Poi Power | 
over all thoſe, who preſum'd to judge tor them- 
ſelves, was removed ; ſo they thought it their 
Pury to inforce on others, what was clear to 
chemſelves. They did not ſee the Dangerous 
K 2 Con- 
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Conſequences, that might equally follow from 
their Impoſition, on pretence of the Clearneſs, 
Certainty, and Fundamentality of certain Points; 
as from the Pretence of Infallibility in the A- 
poſtate Church of Rome. They went ſo far as 
to maintain, that the Sword of the Magiſtrate 
was to be imploy'd in ſecuring Goſpel-rruth, and 
extirpating Error; they put to a Cruel Death 
Servetus, Who if he held ſome Opinions imputed 
to him, his Enthuſiaſm and Extravagance might 
have made ſome Atonement for what would 
have been Hereſy in one that was in his right 
Senſes, This ſad Example ought not ſo much 
to be imputed to thoſe otherwiſe good Men, who 
were tlic Promoters of it; as to that abſurd and 
unreaſonable Principle, That ſome Menare to judge 

for others in Matters of Faith. The more we 
value and admire their Perſons, the more we 
ought to deteſt and abhor thoſe Principles, that 
could lead even ſuch good Men into ſuch evil 
Actions. 


Tur Church of Geneva had from the Begin- | 


ning a ppetty numerous Set of Articles, which 
all Miniſters were to ſubſcribe. They had a 
new Addition made to them, at the Deſire of 
ſome of the Swiſs Proteſtant Cantons, occaſion'd 
by ſome arm Controverſies then on Foot, which 
made them inſiſt that thoſe of Geneva, ſhould 
incorporate into their Articles, and as 1t were 
natucalize certain Points of Orthodox), which the 
good People of Switzerland were very fond of; a- 

mongſt 
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mongſt others, that Hebrew Points were of Divine 
Original, and Inſtitution; tho? five Parts in fix 
of the Learned World have thought them of hu- 
man, and comparatively modern Invention. This 
Additimal Recruit of Credenda, —call'd the Con- 
ſenſus, was likewiſe to be Subſcrib'd by all Mini- 
ſters in this Form. Sic ſentio, Contraria his man- 
quam docebo.— Theſe I aſſent to, the contrary to 
theſe I will never teach. This Load of Subſcrip- 
tions, conſiſting of 64 Articles, the Particulars 
of which are too long here to relate, continued 
amongſt them till the Year 1706. when a Di- 
vine of Neufchaſtel, Mr. Jacques Vial de Beaumont, 
a very worthy Miniſter ot the Goſpel, being cal- 
led to Geneva to exerciſe his Miniſtry there, 
was required to Subſcribe, in the Manner 1 
have mention'd, that numerous Set of Articles. 
He inſtead of Subſcribing, as requir'd, writ 'to 
this Effect, Theſe I aſſent to as far as they a- 
gree with the Holy Scriptures, which I believe to be 
the Word of God ; I will always teach, what God 
ſhall teach me from thence, and will never know- 
ingly maintain or teach anything contrary there- 
unto. This was ſo far from giving Satistaction to 
ſome graveMiniſters,before whom theSubſcription 
was made, that they thought it an Infolent Af- 
front to themſelves, and the Diſcipline of their 
Church, and refus'd him his Licence of Preaching, 
Upon this, he appeal'd to the Body of Divines of 
that Republick, where the Queſtion, between the 
compleat Sufficiency of ripture to all the Purpoſes 
| of 


e 
78 APPENDIS./. 


of Chriſtianity on one Side; and the, Neceſſity, or 


Human Articles and Decifions to fix the Senſe of 
Scripture on the other, was learnedly and fully de- 
bated, and at laſt determined on the Side of the 
Sufficiency of Scripture; and Mr. Vals Subſcrip- 
tion held Satisfactory, - From the Miniſters an 
Appeal was lodged before the Magiſtrates, »who, 
apprehending it dangerous to depart trom the old 
Rule, determined in favour of their old Articles, 
and enjoin'd the Sybſcription to them, Thoſe 
generous and truly Catholick Divines, who had 
ſupported Mr. Vial, thought it not fit to acquieſce 
in this Determination ; but appeal'd to the Der- 
nier Reſort, which is there called the Council of tua 
hundred, who upon mature Deliberation ſettled 
this Matter, and determined, that for the future 
the following Oath ſhould be a ſuſficient Qualifi- 
cation for thoſc, who were to be licenc'd as Mi- 
niſters, viz. © I ſwear and declare in the Preſence 


* of God, that I do hold the Holy Scripture to be 


* the only Rule of my Faith, and that it contains, 
in a very clear Manner, whatever is neceſſary to 
Salvation; and I promiſe that I will be confor- 
© mable thereunto, both in my Doctrine and Prac- 
© tice. * To this is added the following Exhor. 
ration by the Perſon who adminiſters the Oath, 
© You are exhorted not to teach any Thing con- 
* trary to the Deciſions of the Sud of Dort, the 
« forty Articles of Faith of the Reformed Churches 
of France, or to our Catechiſm, they being eſteem- 


ed agreeable to the Ser ipturer ; and you are ex- 
* hoxted 
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© horted to this for the Sake of Peace and Union 
* in the Church. 41 

Ir were to be wiſh'd, that this Church, which 
has been by many admired for the Purity of her 
Doctrine, and the Compleatneſs of her Reforma- 
tion, might be a Pattern to others to imitate her 
in this farther and glorious Reformation; where- 
by the laſt Remains of a Popiſh and Impoſing Spirit 
have been baniſh'd, and a Proteſtant Church render d 
compleatly conſiſtent with Proteſtant Principles; and 
enabled to defend itſelf againſt the formidable At- 
tacks of the Church of Rome, which. ſome, who 
have retained Human Auth:rity in Matters of Faith, 
have been hardly able ro do.) OO 
I cannor omit on this Occaſion mentioning 
our Countryman Mr. Fox, Author of the Martyro- 
logy ; he found to his great Surprize, that after all 
that had been ſuffer'd by thoſe glorious Martyrs, 
whoſe Hiſtory he had written, for their Oppoſi- 
tion to Human Deciſions, theſe were ſtill inſiſted 
on. He was required to give his Aſſent to our 
Articles, which I may venture to ſay are as true, 
and as well drawn up as thoſe of any other Prote- 
ſtant Church: It does not appear, that Mr. Fux 


This Account may be depended upon as to the main Facts, and 
payeicuterly the preſent Form of qual ing Miniſters to preach. 
he Story is too material, to be neglected on this Occaſion ; and it 
there be any Miſtakes, as to ſome Circumſtances of no great Mo 
ment, Care ſhall be taken to have a more particular and exact Ac- 
count of them, as ſoon as it can be procured from a Place at fo con- 
kderable a Diſtance. In the mean time, the Reader may ſee ſome 
Account ot this Affair in Mr, Miſon's Foyage to Italy, p. 458. tho' 

he was not tully informed. 
had 
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had any Difficulty as to the Contents of them; 
however he thought fit to come with his Greek 
Teſtament in his Hand, and ſaid this is the Word 


of God, and this is my Rule, and to this only will 


I fubſcribe. The venerable Character of that holy 
Man preſerved him from any Proſecution during 
his whole Life, tho* what he had done was con- 
trary to an Af of Parliament ; and tho* good 
Queen Elizabeth did not eaſily ſuffer any to diſ- 
obey either her Laws, or her Will. Many other 
Inſtances, were it neceſſary, might be produced 
to ſhew, that it is no New Scheme, for good-Men 
to aſſert the Sufficiency of Scripture for all the Pur- 
poſes of true Chriſt:anity, without needing the Help 
of Human Deciſions. 


h 
1 
w 


Ne 


. 


* Ws * * 
83 8 5 


The SENTIMENTS of ſeveral Gentlemen 
' touching the Methods of Healing the pre- 
ſent Diviſions among PROTESTANT 
. LSSENTERS, 


5 HE good Providence of God having 
inclined the Heart of his Majeſty, 
and both Houſes of Parliament to re- 
——ſſtore to Us thoſe juſt Rights, of which 
We had before been deprived ; and thereby put 
Us in a greater Capacity of contributing to the 
Welfare and Proſperity of Our Country; We 
ought to hold our Selves obliged to take all thoſe 
juſt and proper Methods, That may render Us the 
moſt capable of Publick Service, and may ſnew Us 
fit Objects of that Regard, which the Legiſla- 
ture has had to Us. Above all Things We ought 
to ſupport thoſe truly Chriſtian Principles of Li- 
berty and Charity, which have hitherto been the 
greateſt Ornaments of Our Profeſſion; and which 
are the only Foundations, on which We can juſtly 
claim an Indulgcnee from the Powers of this 
World to Our own particular Sentiments. 

Ir is with the greateſt Concern, that We have 
heard of ſome unhappy religious Differences and 
Diſputes, amongſt ſome of Our Brethren in the 
Weſt Country; Which ate likely to ſpread farther, 
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if not prevented by the Bleſſing of God on ſuch 


Chriſtian and Prudent Methods, as ought to be 
taken to avert ſo great a Calamity and Reproach 
to Us, as We are Chriſtians, and a Body of Men 
differing in Qpinion from the Majority of the 
Nation. 

Ws ought therefore to do all that lies in our 
Power to prevent ſuch Diviſions among Our 
Selves, as would weaken Our Common Intereſt, 
and expoſe Us to the Reflection and Contempt of 
our Friends, and the Inſults of thoſe that wait for 
O pportunities to overturn the Liberty We at pre- 
ſent enjoy. 

W would by all proper Means promote Peace 
among Our Brethren, and thereby the true Inte- 
reſt of our Country; but We ought not to purſue 
ſuch good Ends by any Methods, that are incon- 
ſiſtent with the Spirit of Chriſtianity; nor ought 
We, in order to procure a ſeeming Peace and 
Quiet, to make uſe of any of thoſe Ways, which 
We have ſo juſtly complain'd of in others, as laying 
an unreaſonable Yoke on the Conſciences of Chri- 
ſtians. 

WnATSOEE VBN Human Declarations, or Doc- 
trinal Teſts the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Powers of 
the ſeveral Chriſtian Countries have thought fit to 
enjoin, (thoꝰ contrary to each other) yer ought 
We to ſtand to that undoubted Proteſtant Princi- 
ple, which We have hitherto glory'd in; that the 
Holy Scriptures are the only Rule of the Faith 
and Practice of Chriſtians, Having theſe Prin- 

| | ciples 
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ciples fix d in Our Minds, as undoubted Rules 
and Standards for directing our Conduct, We con- 
ceive the following Methods will be the moſt agree- 
able to ſuch evident Principles, as well as the moſt 
Prudent that can be taken to prevent the ſeveral 
- Miſchiefs; which have been mentioned, and which 
We here Reaſon to believe will follow from a 
di t Conduct. 58 
1.) That We ſhould all of Us, according to Our 
ſeveral Capacities and Opportunities, and in a 
more eſpecial Manner thoſe that are Miniſters of 
the Goſpel of Peace, endeavour to allay all un- 
reaſonable ſealouſies concerning the Sentiments and 
Opinions ef others, particularly Miniſters. That 


the Chriſtian Principles of Charity, and mutual - 


Forbearance ſhould be promoted. That an In- 
temperate Degree of Zeal in judging of the Chri- 
ſtianity and Sincerity of their Brethren ſhould be 
avoided ; and that Peace and Love, which arc 
the great Characteriſticks of Chriſtians, be as much 
as is poſſible obtained. 

2.) Is this Method ſhall not be found effec- 
tual, but notwithſtandiug ſome Cariſtians ſhall ac- 
cuſe others, or their own Miniſters as not hulding 
the Chriſtian Faith, or as propagating Opinions, 
which they conceive to be incanſiſtent with it; 
that no ſuch Accuſation ſhould be in the leaſt re- 
garded by Miniſters or others, to whom Applica- 
tion ſhill be made for Advice on fuch Occalions ; 
unleſs two or more Perſons ſhall ſubſcribe their 
Names to ſach Accuſation, as plainly and openly 

LA acculin gz 
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accuſing, and being ready to ſupport and juſtify 


Auch Accuſation: That by this Means all private 


Inſinuations, tending to give Scandal, may be a- 
voided, and Proceedings may be had in that open 
and ſincere Way which the Goſpel preſcribes. 

3.) Trar when there is a proper Accuſation 
made, and duly Supported as aforeſaid, t 
ſon Accuſed ſhould be firſt privately AdmorMſhed, 
before the Matter be brought under the Exami- 
nation of any publick Aſſembly, or the Perſon ac- 
cuſed put under the Neceſſity of publickly De- 
f:nding himſelf, 

4.) Ir at laſt any ſhall be ca!l'd to ſo Difficult 
a Work, as that of Judging the Faith of their 
Brethren, and Determining their Title to the 
Name of Chriſtians, their Capacity of being 
Members of Chriſtian Churches, and their Hopes 
of Salvation; We aſſure Our Selves They will, 
in a Matter of ſo great Moment, adhere Sted- 
faſtly to the Proteſtant Principle ; will make uſe 
of no human Deciſions, human Forms, or Com- 
poſitions either to torture or condemn their Chri- 
ſtian Brethren : That they will think nothing, 
but the plain and expreſs Declarations of Holy 
Scripture, a ſufficient Authority to Juſtiſie their 
Condemning any, as not holding the Faith ne- 
ceſſary to Salyation ; and that in ſo awful a 
Caſe as Judging the Servants of Our Common 
Lord and Maſter They will, We doubt not, act 
as thoſe who Expect his Appearance. 


5.) Is 
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5.) Ir any Miniſter or Congregation ſhall 

differ, as to the Expediency of theſe Methods; 
or ſhall think any other more proper; We hops 
They will, as intending the ſame good End, ſtill 
preſerve Charity and Communion with thoſe 


Miniſters and Congregations, that ſhall __ 
1 to purſus theſe r 10 * 


Wa hope That, by the Bleſing of God o on 
theſe Methods, all the Dangers We apprehend 
may be prevented; but if Our Endeavours prove 
Ineffectual to 'thole Ends, We ſhall have the 
Comfort, That We have not 8 Our Duty 
as Men and Chriſtians. 


Theſe — were laid befor a Committee of 
Miniſters and Gentlemen, Febr. the 5th, and were 
tranſmitted by them to the Body of Miniſters met at 
Salters-Hall, Febr. 24. 1719. } 


Tnzsz were the Senti ments of ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, who ſubſcribed their Names to them; 
None of -them, I believe, have alter'd their 
Minds ſince ; as indeed there appears no Rea- 
ſon why they ſhould, tho' they have not yet had 
the Satisfaction to ſee the good End of Peace 
anſv er d, which they propoſed by them. Their 
Names none has a Right to publiſh without the 
Leave of each particular Gentleman, tho* none 
of them need conceal their Names, were any 
good End to be ſerved by it. This I may ven- 
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ture to ſay, that an equal Number of Perſons 


of ſo conſiderable a Character in every Reſpect, 
is-not perhaps to be tound amongſt the reſt of the 
Diſſenter s. 

Tus Paper was not intended, as hon wa 
without any Colour ſuggeſted, to make Rules 
and Canons for other Peoples Conduct, the Li- 


berty of offering Advice when there is an ur- 


gent Occaſion belongs to all Men; but it was 
deſign d to put the Miniſters upon acting, in the 
moſt effectual Way they could, to prevent thoſe 
Miſchiefs which have ſince happened, and was 
for that End ſent to them to make ſuch Altera- 
tions and ſuch Uſe of it as they ſhould judge 
proper ; accordingly ſome Alterations and Addi- 
tions were made which the Publick i is now Poſ- 
ſeſſed of. 

I ſhall only make two or three Obſervations re- 
lating to ſome Obſervations that have been made to 
theſe Sentiments; ſuppoſing there were any juſt and 
confiderable Objections againſt them {which I ſee 
no Reaſon to admit] it would have been to all im- 
partial Perſonsa ſufficient Apology, that they were 
intended to promote a good End, drawn up by 
thoſe who were above having any low View to 
Intereſt or Party, and left to the Alteration of 
thoſe whoſe Duty it was to take care of the 
Peace of Chriſtians. 

1.) Ir has been objected, that They were 
wholly contrived for Peace, and nothing done for 


Truth. 
oy 1 


q 
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I could wiſh thoſe who make this Obje&ion, 
would tell us of any other good Method of prol 
'moting T'ruth, beſides a ſincere and diligent Ex- 
amination and Endeavour with God's Aſſiſtanee 
to find out Truth; and Liberty do own it when 
found out. There was no need to ſuggeſt theſe 
Methods of promoting Truth in this Paper, when 
every Proteſtant Diſſenter was ſuppoſed to be 
fully inſtructed in them; there ars indeed other 


Methods of promoting particular Truths, Which 


will equally ſerve to promote the contrary Errors 
as Times and Circumſtances change: Theſe it 
is preſumed, thoſe who male the Objection 
would not have deſired to have been mentioned, 
or if they had, the Gentlemen who fign'd this 
Paper had too much Senſe and mn to havo.t in- 
ſerted them. 8 

2.) Ir's Objected that tho' an Accuſition 
ought to be by two Witnefles, yet there is no 
Scripture Rule for its being in PO or their 


Signing their Names. 


Tus Gentlemen, F dare ſay, laid no great 
Streſs on this particular, and were not at all diſ- 
pleas'd to ſee it alter d. They did indeed think 
that it was no very deſirable thing to have fre- 
quent and unneceſſary Accuſations, nor an In- 
convenience to put any reaſonable Difficulty in 
the Way of thoſe, who were continually on the 
Watch to catch Expreſſions, and pry out imagi- 
nary Errors: And this Difficulty need not have 
hinder'd any Accuſation, by thoſe who thought 


them- 
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themſelves oblig'd in Conſcience to clear the 
Church of a rotten and dangerous Member. It 
has formerly been tound neceſſary to lay greater 
Reſtraints than theſe on Eccleſiaſtical Accuſati- 
ons, and may perhaps be found neceflary again, 
tho' ſome Men may at preſent be mightily pleas'd 
to ſee the Church clear'd of thoſe who are not 

3.) Ir hag been objected 8 no one 8 
to it, or can be call'd on to judge the Faith of 
their Brethren, determine their Title to the Name 
of Chriſtians, and their hopes of Salvation: 

Do not They judge the Faith of their Bre- 
thren, who declare it Heretical ? Do not they 
determine that their Brethren are no Chriſtians, 
who declare their Faith to be contrary to the 
Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion? 

Do not they judge of the Hopes and Expec- 
tations of Salvation of their Brethren, who de- 
clare that they hold Errors that are damnable in 
their own Nature, and have no Cauſe or Rea- 
ſon to expect to be ſavell while they continue to 
hold thoſe Errors? that declare them out of the 
Ordinary Way of Salvation, deprived of the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Gods Grace, and lett without Hope 
but from In finite and uncovenanted Mercy. 

No could from theſe Words imagine that 
the Gentlemen thought the judgment of ſome 
Men really affected the Salvation of others, or 
that any could paſs a determinative Judgment 
beſides the Judge of all Fleſh ; bur they did 

think 5 
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think; and de now (oe, that ſome Men would 


determine that others bad no Reaſon to hope 
for Salvation While they held Ertots eſteemed 
deſtructive. It is ſomewhat to be wondred 
at, that theſe who can diſtinguiſh between 
the damning Nature of Etror; and the eternal 
State of the Erroneous, eould not apply that Diſ- 
tinction to Words, that ate ſo obviouſſy calcula- 


ted for it, that amount to no more than this, 


that if Men juſtly deſerve to be remov'd, for Et- 
ror in Opinion or Practice, from the Corhmuni- 
on ot Chriſtians, they have no Reaſon while they 
continue in the ſame Coutſe to hope for Salvati- 
on ; this is ſaid every Day from the Pulpit, and 
yet it is ſtrange to ſee that, upon certain Occa- 
fions, ſome Men will not ſo much as underſtand 
the ſame Propoſitions, which they themſelves Aſ- 


ſert on others. 


Other Objections have been made much about 


the Size of theſe; it may be ſaid of theſe Sentiments 


that there was noOQbjeetion drop'd that evuld enter 
into the Minds of the Objectors, who were 
ſome of them ſo free as to declare that they 
would embarraſs, delay, and oppoſe the Pro- 
ceeding on them as much as poſſibly they could; 
But as theſe Objections equally lieagaioſt the Ad- 
vices paſs d by the Non-Subſeribing Miniſters, I 
leave others to anſwer them, which I hope will 
be done effectually ; eſpecially as ro the main 
Poin whether Scripture, or human Deciſions, 
Teſts, and Articles be the beſt, or the moſt 

M Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Way of trying, and determining who are 


ſound in Fundamentals, and who are fit to be 


admitted to Chriſtian Communion. 
Tus World is. now left to judge whether 


this Paper eould give any juſt Occaſion for that 
violent Oppoſition it met with, when if any 
thing was amiſs in it, it was left to the Alterati- 
on of thoſe to whom it was ſent. It has had as 


to all the material Contents of it, the entire Ap- 
probation of the Majority, and of many of the 


Minority, tho ſome have thought fit: to take 


Occaſion from hence to make a pernicious Rup- 


ture, which I pray God maß not be of 0 


Continuance. 


1 


LL 
C9 
e SAGE 
The fei LETTER was written by à large 
Number of Gentlemen, met together March 
] . 


the 24th, and by them ſent to the Miniſters, 
who ſubſcribed the Advices, after their Bre- 
thren had withdrawn from them. 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN , 


EveRraAL of us having, ſome time ſince, 
PS laid before Sentim - 
ai you our ents, concern 

ing the Methods of procuring Peace and 

| healing Diviſions among our Brethren ; We 
N think it incumbent on us to return our thanks 
to you, for that Approbation you have given to 
our ſincere Intentions for the publick Good, 
| and that commendable Diligence you have ſhewn 
in purſuing, and endeavouring to accompliſh ſo 
700d a Work. | | 
Ir is with Concern that We hear ſome Re- | 
flections were in your Debates made on our | 
Conduct, and a good Deſign was blamed, be- 
cauſe Lay-men had preſum'd firſt to propoſe it. 
Such Reſſections were the harder, in regard we 
lad ſhewn a. juſt Deference to you, in ſubmit- 
ring what We laid before you to ſuch Altera- 
tions, as you ſhould judge proper. Giving 

| | fe _ Chriſtian 
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92 APPENDIX. 
Chriſtian Advice, according to the beſt of our 


' Judgment, We hope is a Fault in none: A Con- 


cern for Religion, and the general good of Chri- 
ſtians is the Duty both of Miniſters and their 
Hearers. 

A High Value for their own Perſons and 
Conduct, and Contempt of others, as it very ill 
becomes any; fo it muſt Principally thoſe, who 
are Teachers of Religion ; and eſpecially ſuch, 
who in this reſpect at leaſt are Followers of the 


| Apoſtles, as being deſtjture of the Supports and 
Eſtabliſhments of this World, and who ſhould 


therefore the rather imitate their Example in 
Chriſtian Condeſcenſion, that by their Practice 
as well as their Doctrine they may promote 
the great Ends of their Miniſtry. 

Wr are ſatisfy'd that a Diſregard for the 
Advice of Lay-Chriſtians in General, could not 
be approved of by the Body of our Miniſters, and 
we hope thoſe, who have expreſs'd it, will ſo 
far conſider their own Character and Profeſſion, 
as to be ſorry for what they have ſaid, and 
avoid the ſame improper Conduct for the 
future. 


A Tus you that are our Miniſters, have hither- 
8 to managed the Concerns of the Body of Diſ- 


nters, in ſuch a Manner, as not to render our 
having a. Share in your Deliberations neceſſary ; 
yet We cannot but put you in Mind on this 
Occaſion, when We have been blamed for a 


very lnoftenſive Conduct, That the Proteſtant 
Churches 
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Churches have thought it juſt and neceſſary to 
admit Lay-Chriſtians to bear a Part in their 


public Aſſemblies for Advice and Deliberation. 


W are very ſorry that the Difficulty, you- 


have met with in your Proceedings, has occa» 

fion'd: ſo long a Delay; as to hinder in a great 
Meaſure the good Effect, which your Chriſtian 
Advices might have had in procuring either 
Peace, or at leaſt a juſt and reaſonable Conduct 
among our Diſſenting Brethren at Exeter. We 
are Surpriz d to hear now, what we were former- 
ly told, was unreaſonable to ſuſpe&, that 13 


Truſtees there have taken upon them, by virtue 
of a Legal Truſt, to exclude their Miniſters 


from the Uſe of their Places of Worſhip ; with- 
out calling the Congregations together, who, as 
We are inform'd, conſiſt of many Hundred Com- 
municants. 

Tun Character of their Miniſters, * have 
been juſtly, and univerſally Eſteem'd for the De- 
fence they have made of our Common Liberty, 
and the Service their Writings have done our 
Common Intereſt, juſtly Merits our | Rogues and 
Concern for their Perſons. 

V Taz Uſage they have mer with, calls upon 
us all to prevent the Scandal, and dangerous 
Tendency of ſuch a Conduct. If a ſmall Num- 
ber of Men, in whom a Truſt and Confidence is 
placed, by a large Congregation, in Regard to 
their Riches and Power, ſhall take upon them, 
under Colour of T'emporal Laws, to diſſolve, as 


much 


„ Avyowiorx 


much as in them lies, the Spiritual Relation be- 
tween Miniſters and their People, by preventing 


3 


the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry ; that, which is a 


Matter purely of a religious Nature, will be 


made a Temporal Property, to be manag'd at 
the Will and Pleaſure of a few, not reſtrain'd by 


thoſe Rules, which even the Laws have made 
as to Lay-Patrons in the Eftabliſh'd Church. 


Wx deſire you would, as your Prudence ſhall 


direct, endeavour to prevent the Difterences at 


Exeter, coming to a ſhameful Extremity ; that. 
if the People there are diſatisfyd with their 
Miniſters, they would at leaſt proceed to remove 


them, in a Regular and Chriſtian Manner; and 


not bring a N on Diſſenters in General, 


by an Arbitrary and unchriſtian Proceedure, and 


We believe none of your Brethren will refuſe to 


aſſiſt you in ſuch Endeavours. 
Ir is with the higheſt Satisfaction, We find 


you have ſtedfaſtly adher'd to that great Principle, 
which We Glory in, that the Word of God a- 
lone is the Rule of Faith; that you have op- 
pos d every thing, that may tend to ſubject 
thoſe to the Words of Men, and Teſts injoin'd 
by human Authority, who owe their Aſſent and 
Obedience to the Law and Doctrine of Chriſt 


alone. 


SAL I we, who conflantly plead againſt all 


| Impoſition in religious Matters, tho' of Things 


in themſelves Lawful ; who ſeparate from a 


Church Eftabliſh'd by the Laws of our Conntry, 


on account of Scrup.es of Conſcience, relating 
X 1 
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to Ceremonies in religious Worſhip and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Diſcipline ; ſhall We approve of ſetting 
up, or countenancing Forms of Men's inventing 
in Matters of Faith, when We haye that uner- 
ring Form of ſound Words, the Holy Scriptures 
continually before us, by which alone we ſhall 
be judged at the laſt Day, and which alone 
ought to be the Rule of our judging one ano- 
ther? 

You will, We queſtion not, conſtantly endea- 
Vour to Support and Maintain that Liberty, in 
which Chriſt has made us free, and Will not ſuf- 
fer it to be invaded, or indanger'd under any the 
molt plauſible Colours and Pretenſions; and as 
you will always have our Thanks for ſo worthy a 
Conduct, we doubt not you will always have the 
eſteem of thoſe, who have a due Veneration for 
the _ Scriptures, 
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STORES W 
rer Mk. Cumming, concerning the 
Kegard which ought to be had to Scrip - 
ſequences. By the Rev. Mr. John Evans, 


II. The Caſe of Mr. Martin Tomkins. Being 
an Account of the Proceedings of the Diſſenting 
Congregation at Stoke Newington, upon Occaſion 
of a Sermon preach'd by him July 13. 1718. By 


Martin Tomkins, | | 
III. Seaſonable Advice relating to the Preſent 


worn about the Holy Trinity: Addreſs'd to 
both the Contending Parties. Price 6 d. 
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